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Friends come together Amazing grace competition Orthodox food for Easter 

Synod gives the thumbs up to the Methodists Thank you Lord. You did your best! Food for thought from Ann Way 
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Charter of 
hope for 
battered 



women 



A PARISH CHARTER commit- 
ting churches to support vic- 
tims of domestic violence was 
unanimously approved by the 
Diocesan Synod at High 
Wycombe on 8 March. 

Every two days across the 
western world a woman dies at 
the hands of her partner. One 
in four women and one in six 
men experience domestic vio- 
lence at some time. If affects all 
parts of society including 
church families. 



• This Church accepts that domes- 
tic violence is a serious problem 
which occurs in all sections of soci- 
ety including church families 

• recognises that domestic vio- 
lence is unacceptable, a sin and 
must be stopped 

• affirms that God is a God of love, 
justice, mercy and forgiveness and 
will teach and preach values of tol- 
erance and equality 



These chilling statistics were 
given by Heather Llewellyn 
(Henley Deanery) when she 
introduced a motion asking 
Synod to endorse the six point 
charter and encouraging 
parishes to study and adopt it. 
She said that too often when 
victims try to seek help their 
situation is minimalised or 
ignored just as once was the 
case with child victims of abuse 
The Charter, drawn up by the 
Diocesan Board of Social 



• will witness to what it truly 
means to value human beings, 
men, women and children, and 
challenge society about its 
behaviour 

• undertakes to listen, support and 
care for those affected by domes- 
tic violence. 

• will keep up to date and work with 
the support agencies that are avail- 
able locally and publicize them. 



Responsibility’s Domestic 
Violence Group, aims to bring 
the difficult subject of violence 
in the home into the open, to 
confirm that domestic violence 
is a sin and must be stopped 
and to encourage churches and 
individuals to be more proac- 
tive in offering help and sup- 
port to the victims. Churches 
adopting the charter are mak- 
ing a statement about their 
attitude to domestic violence. 

The motion was seconded by 
the Bishop of Dorchester who 
said: ‘From this Synod we can 
send out a message that we as 
a Church want to be part of 
this healing process and that 
we are big enough and open 
enough to stand alongside peo- 
ple who are caught up in 
domestic violence.’ 

If parishes need advice about adopt- 
ing and implementing the Charter 
they can ring Kate Hodgson in the 
BSR office on 01865 208214. 



The Domestic Violence Charter for Churches 




THE story of Christ's life was told by different local groups in 'The Passion Play in Amersham'. 
Pictured above is 'The Trial' scene performed by St John's Methodist Church Group with 14-year 
old Ed Cunningham, a pupil at Dr Chal loner's Grammar School, playing Jesus (centre kneeling) 
and Louisa Gryspeerdt (right) acting the part of his accuser. The Passion Play was awarded an 
'Awards for All' lottery grant and supported by local sponsorship. In the tradition of the medi- 
aeval mystery play each scene is performed by a different group. Instead of guilds the Amersham 
groups included Rotarians, children from St Mary's school and a youth group. The Passion Play 
in Amersham was performed from 12 to 15 March in St Mary's Church and directed by Stan 
Pretty, a local professional actor, who has worked with the Royal Shakespeare Company. 




THE WAR IN IRAQ 

The Bishop of Oxford writes on page 8 

‘We should never have got to where we are 
now. Of course, Saddam Hussein, an evil 
tyrant that the world will be well rid of, is pri- 
marily to blame. But Western policy has been 
complicit for decades, supporting his murder- 
ous war against Iran, selling him weapons, 
failing to act when he gassed 5000 Kurds and 
destroyed the habitat of the Shias. As St Paul 
said, God is not fooled and we reap 
what we sow (Galatians 6.7).’ 
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Pathfinders bring Revelation to Cogges church 

A 60-feet mural telling the story of Revelation has been made 
by Pathfinders at St Mary's Church, Cogges in Witney. The 
mural, which was presented to the congregation at morning 
service on Sunday 16 February, took two years to make. 
Mary Troxell, leader of the Pathfinders said: 'We had been 
studying Revelation and decided to make a mural about it. 
We spent almost two years on Saturdays and school holidays 
working to complete it. The children have been absolutely 
wonderful and their parents have been very supportive'. Our 
photograph by Frank Blackwell shows (from the front back- 
wards) some of the young artists aged* 11 to 13: Matthew 
Edges; Lucy Frindle; Stephanie Gittelson; Thomas Johnson; 
Rebekah Cork; Laura Hockey; David Laithwaite. 




Easter hope for churches 



EVERY Church of England 
benefice is due to receive a free 
resource pack this Easter The 
aim is to help churches redis- 
cover their vision, deal with 
change and go out to meet peo- 
ple where they are whether it’s 
on a shopping mall or in a shel- 
ter for the homelesss. 

The pack includes a video pre- 
sented by Tom Wright and is 
part of a major new initiative 



called ‘Restoring Hope in our 
Church’. The video, which 
includes comments by senior 
Church leaders, will lay out a 
vision for the Church in the 
21st century, as well as helping 
churches assess their problems 
and priorities. 

The campaign has the support 
of the major Anglican mission 
agencies including CMS, USPG 
and the Mothers’ Union. 



Let us pray for the grace and courage to 
receive all that God wants to give us 



AND FINALLY . . 

This may well be the last piece 
I write for The DOOR in my 
present role. 

The last three years exploring 
and integrating Sharing Life 
values with you have been 
both exhilarating and challeng- 
ing; have given countless 
opportunities to meet with and 
engage with people and 
groups, and have taken me on 
a personal journey of discovery. 

I have learnt so much about 
engaging with God’s mission 
heart, and how that might 
work itself out in our current 
context and culture. There has 
been much laughter; but also 
many tears, as people 
expressed their longing for 
God’s people to be released in 
new ways to be able to share 
life. There have been questions 
and discussion, moments of 
insight and times of struggle, 
but underneath it all the firm 
conviction that we are living in 
momentous times as God 
seeks to birth His Kingdom 
afresh amongst us and through 
us. So, after three years, I wish 
to express my thanks to you all 
and offer some key insights. 

Authentic relationships 

Although this was mentioned 
last month, authentic transpar- 
ent relationships are key to our 
understanding of growing as 
God’s people. Unless people 
can see something of God’s 




Kingdom lived out in our rela- 
tionships, then they will never 
be able to receive the life we 
long to share. We need to 
recognise the amount of time 
that Jesus invested in his rela- 
tionships. There were fleeting 
moments with crowds, and 
sometimes with individuals, 
but his main task was to build 
open, deepening relationships 
with those around him. It was 
this authenticity and trans- 
parency which communicated 
and drew individuals into the 
Kingdom. Dare to imagine 
hundreds of small Christian 
communities across this dio- 
cese seeking to live the Jesus 
way, so that individuals are 
released into their full God- 
given potential; where people 
discover how to give and 
receive love and live with an 



openness never before experi- 
enced. These would be com- 
munities of forgiveness, heal- 
ing and possibility with a spon- 
taneous attractiveness. Such 
communities will never be cre- 
ated by programmes and struc- 
tures, but as individuals by 
God’s good grace, begin to live 
in this new dimension. 

Engaging community 

Relationships lived in the Jesus 
way will inevitably discover 
that they begin to engage with 
God, with each other and with 
the world. For such communi- 
ties worship and prayer will 
become the very heartbeat 
which informs and shapes the 
whole of life. No longer will 
church be hermetically sealed 
in a box on a Sunday morning, 
but will be the communal way 
of living that shapes our lives. 
Engagement with God’s Spirit 
will bring real engagement with 
each other, burdens will be 
shared, hopes celebrated, and 
in a real sense of unity we will 
discover a desire to engage with 
the world God loves. Such 
Kingdom community will find 
that quite naturally it is sharing 
the life of Jesus in all its depth, 
poignancy and exuberance. 

Integrated discipleship 

Members of such communities 
living in Kingdom relation- 
ships will discover the whole of 
their lives being shaped by the 



loving heartbeat of God. The 
whole of life will be integrated 
around discipleship, and the 
whole of life seen through the 
eyes of Jesus. Mission will no 
longer be an uncomfortable 
theological word, but rather an 
everyday experience. People 
will know they are sent by the 
Creator God to share his love 
and life with a broken and 
hurting creation. On many 
occasions this will be hard, but 
disciples will discover they are 
simply, but profoundly, shar- 
ing the call of the Cross and 
discover that the Risen Jesus is 
alongside them in the pain and 
the brokenness. 

Facing reality 

This may all be a dream, but it 
is also a possibility. We need to 
encourage each other to a real- 
ism about the current situa- 
tion. We cannot simply go on 
as we are, neither can we be 
content with understanding 
our calling as primarily getting 
people into the church build- 
ing. There is so much more 
richness held out to us in the 
hand of our loving God. Let us 
pray for the grace and courage 
to reach out, and receive all 
that he wants to give. 

Canon Chris Neal is the Oxford 
Diocesan Director of Evangelisation. 
You can reach him at the Sharing 
Life Office in Thame on 01844 
216097 or by email to 
katrina@stmarys.psa-online.com 



Bishop speaks outside the box 



RICHARD Harries, the Bishop 
of Oxford, will speak at this 
year’s Oxford Literary Festival 
He will be in conversation with 
writer and broadcaster, Mary 
Loudon at the Oxford Union 
in St Michael Street at 7pm on 
7 April. Bishop Richard will 
discuss his belief that the 
Church does not take moral 



objections to the Christian 
faith seriously enough. In his 
new book, God Outside the 
Box , he deals with accusations 
that God is cruel, that he has 
favourites, and that 
Christianity is only for wimps. 

The Oxford Literary Festival is on from 1 
to 6 April. Box Office 01865 305305. 
Tickets for the Bishop's evening cost £6. 



Sunday focus for vocations 



THE Church of England is 
launching Vocations Sunday 
on 11 May 2003. It will pro- 
vide an opportunity for 
churches to focus on the theme 
of the vocation of the whole 
people of God. Some churches 
will focus primarily on 
ordained ministry, others on 
the baptismal vocation of living 
out Christian faith in the 
world. Vocations Sunday is to 



be an annual event, celebrated 
on the Fourth Sunday of Easter. 

The Diocese of Oxford 
already has a network of 
Vocations Advisors and in 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire 
there are Vocations 
Fellowships. 

For information about vocations ring 
Hilary Unwin on 01494 725228 or 
Yvonne Ryan on 01865 208291. 



Keen cricketers urgently needed 



THE highly successful Oxford 
diocesan cricket team is look- 
ing for keen young things, and 
oldies who regret having hung 
up their boots, to join their 
unstoppable ride through the 
rounds of the Church Times 
cricket cup to victory at 
Southgate in September. 

Games are on Mondays, and 
can finish in time for evening 
meetings. Anyone, ordained 



or lay, who holds a bishop’s 
licence or is in full-time 
church employment is eligible 
to play. 

Email Tom Moffatt on 
tom@moffatt20.freeserve.co.uk 
Church Times Cup Games 

Monday 9 June versus Birmingham at 
Harbome (Birmingham); 1pm; Monday, 
16 June versus Derby at Banbury, 1pm. 

Friendly game 

Thursday, 19 June versus Bicester and 
North Oxford at Chesterton, 2pm. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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A Synod with a touch of the sublime 



A sublime start to the the 

Diocesan Synod at High 

Wycombe on 7 March was 
provided by the lay clerks of 
Christ Church Cathedral. On 
another high note Synod 
approved, to prolonged 

applause, the proposed 

Anglican-Methodist convenant 
with only one vote against. The 
vote was part of the consulta- 
tions taking place in both 
Churches about the proposals. 

Dr Owen Jewiss, vice-chair- 
man of the Bishop’s Council’s 
Working Group on Unity pro- 
posed the motion. The 
Covenant, he said, was not a 
unity scheme but an opportunity 
for formal relationships at 
national level to reflect what is 
already happening locally. He 
commended the Convenant to 
Synod as a ‘convergence in faith 
and collaboration in vision’. 

Rejoicing in reconciliation 

In the debate the Revd Richard 
Thomas (General Synod) asked 
people to vote from the stand- 
point of the cross repenting of 



history and rejoicing in recon- 
ciliation. We were reminded by 
the Revd Alan Bennett that the 
Covenant will benefit prison 
and hospital chaplaincies as 
well as parishes and there was a 
strong sense that the strength of 
support from the ‘grassroots’ 
for this Covenant was very dif- 
ferent from the theologian-led 
earlier initiatives which had 
failed. 

Shared mission 

The Revd Roger Faulkner, 
Methodist Ecumenical Officer 
for Oxfordshire, said he had 
seen more excitement over the 
Covenant than he had seen in 
15 years of ministry. There was 
a desire, determination and 
commitment to build God’s 
kingdom together. 

Another Methodist, Professor 
Ian Leek, brought greetings 
from Methodists in the Oxford 
and Leicester District on behalf 
of the District Chairman, the 
Revd Alison Tomlin. Speaking 
about how the process had 
been handled in Methodism, he 



reported that District Synods 
and Circuit Meetings are vot- 
ing, with a deadline in April 
before a vote is taken at the 
Methodist Conference in July. 
The Oxford and Leicester 
District vote had been strongly 
in favour but there were some 
reservations around the coun- 
try. There were concerns about 
an Anglican ‘take-over;’ weak- 
ening of links with other 
denominations, and about the 
loss of flexibility of worship 
and lay input. But we must 
trust in the Holy Spirit, he said. 

The Bishop of Oxford asked 
Professor Leek to pass on 
Synod’s greetings to the 
Methodist Synod, should an 
opportunity arise. He men- 
tioned that a memorial stone to 
John and Charles Wesley is to 
be placed in Christ Church 
Cathedral, where they were 
both ordained. 

Also on the Agenda 

• The annual report from 
Christ Church Cathedral was 
given by the Sub-Dean, the 



Very Revd Nicholas Coulton, 
in his first address to Synod. 

• A Cutting Edge Ministries 
presentation introduced by the 
Bishop of Dorchester: Synod 
members were treated to a 
glimpse of St Laurence, 
Reading, a church working 
with young people who have 
previously had no contact with 
Church. The first tranche of 
grants will be made in June, 
with Friday 13 June as the cut- 
off date for applications.. 

• A presentation by William 
Fittall about the work and pri- 
orities of the Archbishops 
Council of which he is 
Secretary General. 

• A financial update by the the 
Chairman of the Board of 
Finance, Brian Newey who 
reported that expenditure for 
2002 had totaled £200,000 less 
than budgeted. 

• This was the last Diocesan 
Synod for Bishop Dominic and 
Bishop Mike and members said 
goodbye to them at a bring and 
share lunch. 

Christine Zwart 



Reading questions the war 



THE prospect of war in Iraq 
brought the Bishop of Oxford 
and the two Members of 
Parliament together at a 
Churches Together public 
meeting in Reading. 

Bishop Richard reviewed the 
Christian criteria for a just war. 
He said that it must have legal 
authority and be in a just cause 
on the assumption that the Iraq 
regime is an imminent threat. It 
should also be a last resort, the 
lesser of two evils and likely to 
have successful outcome. 
Bishop Richard did not consid- 
er the first three criteria had 
been met. 

Jane Griffiths, MP for 
Reading East, emphasised the 



paramount importance of the 
UN’s authority in any decision 
to wage war. She questioned 
the idea that powerful coun- 
tries should have a bigger voice 
than smaller ones. Martin 
Salter, the MP for Reading 
West, agreed and also 
expressed his deep concerns 
about the reasons for the pre- 
sent situation including the 
West’s tendency in the past to 
supply Iraq with weapons. He 
wanted more time given to the 
weapons inspectors. 

The evening was an opportu- 
nity to question but not to cam- 
paign and ended on a note of 
reflection led by Major Samuel 
Edgar of the Salvation Army. 



Some important corrections: Bishop Mike s farewell 
is at 3.30pm on Sunday 8 June at St Mary's, Aylesbury. 

The address for contributions to the Cutting Edge Ministries fund 
is: Bishop Bill Down, 54 Dark Lane, Witney Oxon 0X28 6LS. 



Sudden death of Tom Thorp 

AS we go to press we have been saddened to hear of the 
sudden death on 24 March of the Revd Tom Thorp, 

Team Rector of Schorne and Area Dean of Claydon. 

Tom, a former Diocesan Youth and Community Officer, 
was a retained fireman and a chaplain to the Fire Service. 
He was also a governor of Quainton Church of England 
Primary school and chairman of governors at Waddesdon 
Secondary School, the largest Church of England sec- 
ondary school in the Oxford Diocese. ‘Tom was one of 
the most loved clergy in the whole of the Bucks 
Archdeaconry. Please pray for his wife Judy and their 
four children, Tasmane, Tristan, Toby, Tilly,’ said the 
Bishop of Buckingham, the Revd Mike Hill. 



Another day of prayer for the Nation 

A second day of prayer for the nation has been organised for 
5 April. It has been organised by local groups of Lydia 
International Prayer Fellowship. There wll be prayers at Grey 
Friars Church, Reading and at St Andrew’s Linton Road, 
North Oxford both from 10am to 12.30pm. More informa- 
tion from Margaret Watts on 01844 291661 and Margery 
Dent on 01865 862534. Although Lydia is a women’s prayer 
fellowship, these events will welcome everyone. 



Joy at enthronement 
of our ‘turbulent priest’ 




THE Oxford Diocese was well represented at Rowan Williams' 
enthronement as Archbishop of Canterbury. The Bishop of Oxford 
and the three Area Bishops were there and so was Canon John Rees, 
the Diocesan Registrar who took a leading part in the ceremony in 
his capacity as Principal Registrar of the Province of Canterbury. 
Cordelia Hall, one of our Deputy Registrars, was also in the proces- 
sion as Apparitor-General. Pictured above by Frank Blackwell from 
the BBC televised service are (from the top): the Archbishop and his 
wife, Jane; the Bishop of Oxford; Canon John Rees delivering 'the man- 
date'; the Bishop of London giving a blessing to the Archbishop. 

To mark this historic occasion Great Tom, the bell at Christ Church, 
Oxford was also rung. Rowan Williams was Lady Margaret Professor of 
Divinity at the University and also a Canon of Christ Church Cathedral. 
Members of the Oxford Society of Change Ringers assembled and Great 
Tom was swung at the precise moment of the enthronement. Ringers in 
parishes all over the Diocese also rang on the day or in the following week. 
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Goodbye to Bishop Dominic 
who ‘cared and prayed for us’ 



WHEN Bishop Dominic spoke 
at his final service as Bishop of 
Reading we all listened and we 
were not disappointed. As 
Dominic spoke we were 
encouraged in our journey of 
discipleship by a man of faith 
and prayer who as usual was 
also able to make us laugh 
aloud. Dominic has a well 
developed sense of the more 
ridiculous aspects of human 
nature which he holds in bal- 
ance with his understanding of 
our innate spirituality. 

After the service Bishop 
Richard spoke of the many gifts 
that Dominic brought to this 
Diocese: from his expertise in 
the Ministry of Deliverance, to 
his encouragement as many 
parishes have established heal- 
ing ministries, to his stream of 
ideas for the Diocese as a 
whole. Yes, it was Dominic 
who first thought it would be 
good to wear the diocesan cross 
as a lapel pin for the millenni- 



um. We were also reminded of 
Dominic’s care for the wider 
community by the large group 
of representatives from local 
councils and industry. 

Norman Russell brought The 
Dragon into Reading by bran- 
dishing the Welsh Flag: a graph- 
ic reminder that we really were 
saying goodbye to a man who 
will be remembered by his cler- 
gy as a Bishop who cared for us 
and prayed for us. 

We were a large crowd, sad to 
say goodbye yet delighted to 
wish Dominic well in his new 
role as Bishop of Monmouth. 
Presented with pictures of 
Reading we hope that Dominic 
will take with him inspiration 
from his time in Berkshire. 
‘May the everlasting Father 
shield you East and West wher- 
ever you go.’ 

Theresa Scott 

Theresa Scott is Priest in charge of Hurley 
and Stubbings w. Littlewick and Bishop's 
Adviser for Women in Ordained Ministry. 




THE confirmation service at St Peter's Drayton on 9 March was Bishop 
Dominic's last in the Church of England before his departure for Monmouth 
and the Church of Wales. There were candidates for Baptism and 
Confirmation and one person was received into the Church of England. 



SNIPPETS 



Carpets for children 

AN exhibition and sale of fine 
Indian carpets at St Mary’s 
Church, Banbury will help chil- 
dren in India. The are made in 
Mala Handicrafts’ factory in 
India, the trading arm of 
Project Mala, a UK registered 
charity which provides schools 
for children in the carpet weav- 
ing belt of eastern India. All 
profits from the sale will go to 
their work for children in India. 
The exhibition will be open from 
3.3o pm to 5pm on Friday, 11 April 
and 10am to 4pm on Saturday, 12 
April. Details 01295 250816. 

April appointments 

Deaconess Margaret Brierly, Lay worker, 
Thame Valley Team Ministry has retired; the 
Revd. Cameron Butland, Team Rector, Witney 
Team Ministry, to be acting Area Dean of 
Witney; die Revd Canon John Fuller, Team 
Rectot, Wheatley Team Ministry, to retire; the 
Revd Joy Hance, NSM Curate, Cher bury w. 
Gainfield, to be NSM House for Duty, 
Cher bury w. Gainfield (correction); the Revd 
David Lloyd, Vicar, Bampton w. Clanfield and 
Area Dean of Witney, has resigned as Area 
Dean; the Revd John Gabriel Markham, 
retired, has died; the Revd Peter Green, 
Chaplain, HM Prison Wardhill, is to retire; die 
Revd Ian Rodley, Associate Rector Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes, to be Team Rector St Peter’s 
Bramley, Leeds Team Ministry (Diocese of 
Ripon); the Revd John Russell, Priest-in- 
Charge, Wing, and Area Dean, Mursley 
Deanery, has resigned; die Revd Susie Simpson, 
Assistant Curate, All Saints High Wycombe, to 
be Team Vicar, St. Mary & St George, Sands 
and St James’ Downley in Wycombe Team 
Ministry; the Revd David Smith, Team Rector, 
Chambersbury (Diocese of St Albans), to be 
Team Rector, Blackbird Leys; the Revd Joanna 
Stoker, Team Vicar and Ecumendal Team 
Leader Stantonbury to be Team Rector; 
Basingstoke (Diocese of Winchester); the Revd. 
Martin Wallington, Curate, St Andrews 
Chorleywood (Diocese of St. Albans), to be 
Priest-in-Charge, Woobum; the Revd Julia 
Wright, Assistant Curate, Woodley Team 
Ministry, to be Associate Rector, St Mary’s 
Aylesbury in the Aylesbury Team Ministry. 




World Development 

THE Oxford Diocese recendy 
formed a World Development 
Group (WDG), as a subgroup 
of the BSR. It includes people 
with considerable experience 
of development issues. The 
group has already sent out 
two mailings dealing with the 
crisis in Iraq. Their next topic 
is likely to be Food 
Corporations and Agricultural 
Trade, followed by HIV/AIDS 
and its consequences in the 
countries most affected. To 
receive a copy of these and 
future reports contact the co- 
ordinator Maranda St John 
Nicolle ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 
Comments and suggestions 
for other papers welcomed. 
Jeff Alderson chairman, WDG 
jeff.alderson@ntlworld.com 



Time to make a hole in your roof 



are 650 million dis- 
abled people in the world. 
95% of us will experience dis- 
ability at some stage in our 
lives; 15% of the UK popula- 
tion are disabled, although 
only 5% are wheelchair users. 
Do we see that percentage 
reflected in our congregations? 

This was the challenge that 
faced 40 representatives of 
churches from several denom- 
inations meeting in North 
Leigh on 1 March. They were 
attending a workshop led by 
Paul Dicken from ‘Through 
the Roof’, an organisation 
committed to training and 
raising awareness among 
Christians. Faced with the 
demands of the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1994 
which has to be implemented 
fully by 2004, churches are 
encouraged to ask not, ‘What 
do we have to do to comply 
with the Act?’ but rather, 



‘How can we make our 
church available to everyone?’ 
The group looked around St 
Mary’s, North Leigh, imagin- 
ing the difficulties it might pre- 
sent to people with different of 
disabilities. This would be a 
useful exercise for any church, 
using disabled members of the 
congregation or of a secular 
disability group. Our churches 
are incomplete without people 
on crutches, people with white 
canes or guide dogs, wearing 
hearing aids, in wheelchairs or 
with disabilities invisible to us. 

We are called to do every- 
thing we can to ensure that 
disabled people and their fam- 
ilies receive a warm, inclusive 
welcome in our churches. 

Roger Humphreys 

Information can be obtained from 
'Through the Roof, PO Box 353. Epsom, 
Surrey KT18 5WS.Tel: 01372 749955. 
www.throughtheroof.org 




Eco-column 

BY 2020 one fifth of the 
UK’s energy needs are to 
be generated from 
renewable sources - with- 
out the carbon emissions 
from fossil fuels, and with- 
out the unacceptable long- 
term risks of nuclear energy. 
Wind power will be a 
major source of electricity. 



A wind generator pays 
back in three months all 
the energy which went into 
making and erecting it. 
Thereafter the energy it 
produces costs nothing, 
except the costs of trans- 
mission. The nearer the 
wind farm is to the users of 
its power the less the cost 
of delivery, and the fewer 
ugly pylons are needed. 

Christians will say ‘Yes 
please in my back yard’, 
because they want to put 
the needs of the planet and 
future generations first - 
not a feared loss of 
property values or of > 
visual amenity. 



Eco-hints of the month 

1. Sign up for RSPB 
Energy; its electricity costs 
no more, but puts resources 
into renewables as well as 
helping the RSPB - 
Freephone 0800 0288 552. 

2. Invest in the Triodos Bank 
Renewable Energy Fund - 
Freephone 0500 008 720. 

3. Lobby to support the 
building of wind generators 
locally - such as those near 
Watchfield, which will be 
able to supply the 9000 peo- 
ple in Faringdon and the 
surrounding villages. 

Christopher Hall 
Canon Christopher Hall is the for- 
mer co-ordinator for Christian 
Concern for One World. 



‘The face of the crucified Lord is visible 
even in the dullness of synodical debates’ 



are sometimes speakers 
who inspire or phrases which 
stick in the mind, and on 
Tuesday morning, the two 
came together for me. John 
Sentamu, Bishop of 
Birmingham, introduced the 
report ‘Voices from Africa’, 
an anthology of short pieces 
written by African 
Christians reflecting on their 
own situations. 

‘There are 72% of people in 
this country who claim to be 
Christian, but less than 20% 
attend churches regularly. What 
does that say about what it 
means to be ‘Church’ in 
England? What do we know of 
the suffering of those in Africa, 
and how much they have to 
give to us in their knowledge of 
the Risen Lord? For them ‘the 
crucified is no stranger’. It was 
that phrase which settled in my 
mind as I reflected on the 
Synod, its business and the 
world situation. 

Synod business was the usual 
mixture of detailed legislative 
consideration (Care of 
Cathedrals Measure excluding 
Christ Church, Synodical 
Government - how many and 

What do we know of the suf- 
fering of those in Africa, and 
how much they l\ave to give 
to us in their knowledge of 
the Risen Lord? 



who should be on General 
Synod, and Choosing Bishops - 
the composition and function- 
ing of the Crown 
Appointments Commission), 



and liturgy (Series 1 Marriage 
and Burials, Daily Prayer and 
more Collects), and Public 
Affairs, which used to be Social 
Responsibility, (Mental Health 
and Parliamentary 

Democracy). 

There were also discussions of 
the employment status of the 

Carole Cull 

reflects on the 
, February 2003 
General Synod 

clergy and whether cathedrals 
should charge for entrance, but 
not of ‘gender neutral’ titles, for 
Synod wanted to discuss the 
Iraq situation, and the 
Presidents acceded to the 
request. 

Synod is at its best when indi- 
viduals contribute from their 
own experience and there were 
a number of such occasions 
which became a light in the 
darkness of synodical business. 
A speech from the Chaplain of 
the Fleet in the Iraq debate gave 
a deeper understanding of the 
difficulties of being both a serv- 
ing member of the armed forces 
and a practising Christian. 
While Synod voted strongly in 
support of the statement issued 
by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster, 
there was no lack of under- 
standing of the difficulties 
which the country and the UN 
faced. The crucified is surely no 
stranger to this world where 



pride and greed and power 
bring strife and war and death 
and destruction. 

A similar sharing of experience 
enlightened the debate on the 
proposed revision of the Mental 
Health Act. Seldom does 
Government find itself opposed 
by the medical profession, the 
charities and the Churches, but 
all had come together to con- 
demn the proposals on ethical 
and moral grounds. Synod 
heard moving speeches from 
those who worked with young 
offenders and with the mentally 
ill - and saw there the face of 
the crucified who is no stranger 
here too. 

Some will say that synodical 
government is as far away from 
the Cross as can be and. still be 
within the Church, but there 

A speech from the Chaplain 
of the Fleet in the Iraq 
debate gave a deeper under- 
standing of the difficulties of 
being both a serving member 
of the armed forces and a 
practising Christian. 

are occasions when the face 
of the crucified Lord is visi- 
ble even in the dullness of 
synodical debates. February 
2003 was such a time when 
the love and agony of the 
crucified one was visible for 
all to see and which brought 
a sense of common purpose 
to that diverse assembly. 

Carole Cull is Research Lecturer 
in the Diabetes Trials Unit, 
University of Oxford and a Reader 
at Earley St Peter. 







THE ROAD TO BURFORD PRIORY was a very roundabout one for Stuart Bums. Having first 



God in the life of 

Abbot Stuart 



set his heart on becoming a monk after falling in love with his history mis- 
tress, he found himself well and truly in the world from which he had hoped 
to withdraw, Hanging on to a motor bike at 100 miles an hour and parish 
ministry first in a rural parish and then in a deprived area of Leeds all came 
before he finally entered a religious community. Now Abbot at Burford, he 
has discovered to his surprise that far from turning his back on society, he is 
more involved With people than ever before. Interview by Christine Zwart 



MY mum died when I was six. 
My father told me: ‘Mummy’s 
gone to live with Jesus’. So I 
thought ‘Who is this Jesus 
that’s taken my mum?’ I 
remember saying to a babysit- 
ter that I would never get mar- 
ried. I didn’t want my wife to 
die and leave me with children. 

My father used to go to the 
eight o’clock service and leave 
us in bed so there wasn’t much 
experience of church. But 
when I was 12 I met the 
Rector on his bicycle and he 
said ‘It’s time you were con- 
firmed’. In the last confirma- 
tion class the Curate said: ‘It 
could well be that God will 
call one of you to be a priest.’ 

A blessed mistake 

After I was confirmed I didn’t 
go to church again for four 
years. But I did fall passionate- 
ly in love with the history mis- 
tress who was teaching us 
about medieval monasteries. 
There was no way I could 
marry her so I decided to 
become a monk. 

What drew me back to 
church was sharing a pottery 
wheel with a boy who had two 
girlfriends and wanted to 
offload one. He asked me to go 
to church on Sunday morning 
and meet her. We sat at the 
back of the church and had a 
wonderful time. There was a 
new rector. He boomed from 
the front ‘Will those young 
people shut up or get out’ and 
then ‘Get out!’ I was never 
going back to church, ever! 

The next day I got home from 
school to find the Rector 
standing on the doorstep. He 
said he had an invitation from 
the Bishop for schoolboys who 
were thinking about being 



ordained. I was too frightened 
to say I had never thought 
about ordination. I came back 
from the weekend on fire with 
the idea. Three years later I dis- 
covered there was another 
Stuart who had been thinking 
about ordination! 

I trained for ordination with 
the Community of the 
Resurrection, so I lived with 
the monks for the five years of 
my course, which for me was 
focused on becoming a priest 
monk rather than a parish 
priest. But first I had to do a 
curacy and I ended up in a 
parish where my predecessor 
had won awards for youth 
work. I was frightened of the 
tough youngsters and soon all 
the clubs closed. 

One evening the Diocesan 
Youth Adviser took me out to 
to a big youth centre at Otley. 
The forecourt was full of 
motorbikes. A guy came up 
and said ‘Do you want a ride? 
The road out of Otley has hair- 
pin bends and we went round 
them at 100 miles an hour with 
sparks flying. I have never been 
so terrified. When we got to the 
top he said ‘Ok, you ride it 
back’. When we got back to 
the club he said to the others 
‘OK, he’ll do’ and I was their 
new chaplain. 

Working with those bikers 
was the biggest gift. They lived 
with danger and wanted to 
know what happened if they 
were killed, as quite a few 
were. I took their funerals. We 
used to talk into the early 
hours. It was all so different 
from pious church things. They 
introduced me to a new reality. 

When I spoke to the Bishop 
before the end of my curacy he 
said: ‘I think you are far too 




Then the Faith in the City 
report came out and I was sent 
to a very run-down parish in 
Leeds. There I came to life in a 
new way. People there were at 
the bottom of the social pile 
and though I had never been a 
political animal, I found 
myself speaking to the City 
Council, going up to 
Westminster and going to 
national meetings with other 
people in urban priority areas. 

Start of a mid life crisis 

I was setting off for a youth 
festival in Norfolk to lead 
some workshops on urban 
deprivation when a parish- 
ioner pushed a book about 
silence through the car win- 
dow. And that’s where my 
mid-life crisis started. As I 
read it, I felt as if the book was 
being used to say ‘Stuart, now 
you have to do something 
about being a monk.’ I went 
for a walk along the Norfolk 
lanes and at one point I sat in 
a hedgerow and said to God: ‘I 
am just beginning to do a real 
job and now this stupid idea of 
being a monk comes back. 
What are you playing at?’ 
With that I heard footsteps 
and a familiar voice; it was my 
Bishop and of course I poured 
it all out. When I had finished 
he pulled an envelope out of 
his pocket and said: ‘I have 

just had this letter from a lad 
who used to be my curate. He 
has got the go-ahead to go to 
Burford to start a new venture 
in the monastic life. I think you 
ought to be in touch with him.’ 
I have been at Burford 14 
years now, brought here by a 
whole series of ‘coincidences’. 
I wanted to be Celtic monk on 
Lindisfarne not a Benedictine 
living in a manor house in the 
Cotswolds! What gave me the 



was waking up to my youth! 

Next the Bishop asked me to 
go to a vast rural parish in 
Nidderdale with less than a 
thousand people. I wanted to 
be the best parish priest they 



thing that happened to me 
after meeting the motorbike 
gang. It cracked my idea of 
priesthood being something 
apart - it was something 
shared. 



young to become a monk. You 
have too much to discover 
about life.’ He sent me to 
Leeds University chaplaincy. 
Overnight my stipend doubled 
and we went into the 
Common Market and the 
price of wine plummeted. I 



had ever had. Then my father 
died and that whole learning 
how to grieve business caught 
up with me. A group of young 
mums were meeting at the vic- 
arage. Instead of being the 
priest on his pedestal I sobbed 
and they hugged me. Being 
ministered to by them was 
probably the most important 



Stuart Burns OSB is the Abbot of the Priory of Our Lady, Burford. He 
was born in Workington in Cumbria where his father was a headmaster. 
He trained for the priesthood with the Mirfield Fathers. After a curacy in 
Leeds and four years as assistant university chaplain, he spent seven 
years as parish priest in Nidderdale in North Yorkshire before returning 
to Leeds to an urban priority parish. In 1989 Stuart joined the 
Benedictine community of nuns and monks at Burford. Five years ago he 
became Abbot and has just been re-elected for a further ten years. 



green light to come here was 
finding a Cabinet Minister and 
an unemployed lad from 
Cowley side by side washing 
up and listening to each other 
as human beings and then 
kneeling together for 
Communion as brother 
Christians. 

Monastic life isn’t at all what 
I imagined. We were a group 
of people whose tempera- 
ments were utterly different. 
But that was the idea. God 
invited us together to try to 
live in mutual love. 

The Benedictine vows are sta- 
bility, conversion of life and 
obedience. That is sticking 
with the truth of who you are 
and then trying to live the con- 
verted life in obedience to the 
Gospel. A monk has nothing 
for himself and that can be 
quite threatening in the early 
stages. When I first came here 
it felt as if I was turning my 
back on society. In fact I am 
more involved now than I ever 
was in a parish with people 
who are on a spiritual journey. 

I have begun to realize that 
God is mystery, full stop. As a 
Church we have imprisoned 
Christ in religion. He was 
speaking universal truths. He 
was for everyone. He is there 
in Iraq waiting for the bombs 
to fall. He is in the slums and 
with the affluent. 

The miracle of Easter 

When Paul is talking to the 
Ephesians he said: ‘Christ fills 
all things’. For me this means 
trying to meet Christ in every 
situation and to know that 
however much the situation is 
speaking of death, the risen 
Christ is there waiting to be 
recognized. And when he is 
recognized and embraced the 
miracle of Easter happens. 
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Summer Holidays Abroad 

Residential School in Italy 

A superb opportunity to study Italian in an environment that is beautiful 
and pleasantly quiet. The school is situated in 5000 sqm of land, which 
consists of vineyards, gardens, olive trees and many types of fruit trees. 
Only half an hour’s drive to the centre of Rome and twenty five minutes to 
the coast of Anzio, Velletri is situated in the heart of the Castelli 
Romani. 

10 day residential cour s e includes: 

• accommodation in the school itself or the nearby B&B 

• three meals per day (drinks included) 

• four to six hours tuition per day 

• italian cookery lessons 

• two restaurant meals 

• excursions to Rome and surrounding areas 
For further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services - Gipsy Lane Campus - Headington 
Oxford 0X3 0BP - tel. 01865 483692 - fax 01865 483690 - Email: 
obls@brookes.ac.uk 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

» Economy dentures for senior citizens 
» Delicate chrome plates 
» Comfortable soft linings 
► Evening appointments 
» For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 
gpjg l * Quality Porcelain Teeth 
5® Available 





» Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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Help us to save lives this 
Easter with a parish gift. 



St. Luke's is an independent acute surgical hospital 
providing free consultation and treatment for Anglican 
clergy and their families, monks and nuns, ordinands. 
Church Army Officers, overseas clergy and missionaries. 

St. Luke’s arranges 1,522 consultations with specialist physicians and surgeons and carries out 
650 operations each year. Over 220 leading consultants offer their time and services free of 
charge. Each patient costs St. Luke's £370 per day in hospital care, which is paid for entirely 
out of voluntary contributions. Please support our centre of healing this Easter, with a parish 
gift or fundraising event. Your donations, however small, are a life-line to our work. 




Please send your donation to: St. Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, 
London WIT 6AH (please make cheques payable to 'St. Luke's Hospital for the Clergy'). 



I/we enclose 



Name:. 



□Please send me more information. Address: .. 



St. Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Caring for those who care for others 



Postcode: . 



Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 
tmad: 5tluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 

www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



“The Parikrama’ 

In aid of 

GWALIOR CHILDRENS HOSPITAL 

Mr Michael Binnie, a retired teacher from Surrey is walking 600 miles 
around the sacred Narmada River. Starting on 26th October 2003 from its 
origin at Amarkantak in central India and finishing in the new year near 
Bharuch in Gujarat, where the river merges into the Arabian Sea. 

Michael took this walk in 2000 raising £3500 for an Indian cancer charity. 
This time he will complete ‘The Parikrama’ to raise funds for the Gwalior 
Childrens Hospital. 

The funds will be used for the school and Orphanage, with a training and 
rehabilitation centre for disabled street children, helping them become 
more independent and lead a life with self respect 
and esteem. 

The concept of supporting disabled children with learning disabilities is 
negligible in India. Most children are abandoned even by parents and they 
are left to beg and scavenge in order to survive. 

The Gwalior Childrens Hospital is the brainchild of Dr. BK Sharma, a 
paediatric surgeon, working within the NHS in the Midlands. To date 981 
children are being supported through this charity. 

For more information please visit the website: 
www.gwalior.hospital.care4free.net 
or telephone: 01922 629842 

To sponsor Mr Binnie, please complete the coupon below. 

| To sponsor the charity walk ‘Parikrama’ for the School and Orphanage for j 
the disabled street children in India. 



Corrymeela Community 

The Corrymeela Community, based in 
Northern Ireland, is an internationally 
recognised ecumenical Christian Community 
active in promoting peace and reconciliation. 

Part-Time SECRETARY / 
ADMIN ASSISTANT 

is required to assist the Corrymeela Development 
Co-ordinator in all aspects of the Community's work in 
England and Wales. Based in Earley, Reading, this post is 
for two/ three mornings per week. IT experience, audio 
typing and word processing are essential. 

For further details and an application form please write, 
phone or email: Corrymeela Reading (Admin Post) 

8 Upper Crescent Belfast N Ireland BT7*1NT 

Tel: 028 9050 8080 
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THE 

CORRYMEELA 

COMMUNITY 




Well motivated individuals who would like 
a simple part-time business. 



If you are honest & ethical and would like 
to earn lk - 20k per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING 81 SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 01380 8(0583 
Mobile: 07970 717110 

www.lcfgroup.net 
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A careful blend of Manuka Honey 



& Bee Venom 



The healing properties of the Manuka Tree have 
long been part of New Zealand folklore and recent 
scientific and medical evidence supports this. 
The benefits of Bee Venom have long been known 
- and bee venom therapy is still used today to ease 
the pain of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 



Name: Signature: ....Date: 

Address: 

Post code: 

Tel: Fax: Email: 

Enclosed is my/our donation for £ payable to: ‘Gwalior Childrens Hospital’ 

Please forward this slip to: 

Michael Binnie, 1 Bachelors Cottage, Long Reach, Ockham, Surrey GU23 6PG. 

Please tick here [ ], if you would like the charity to reclaim tax on the amount as gift 
aid donation, if you are a UK tax payer. You can also claim further tax relief of 18% in 
your self assessment tax return, if you are a higher rate tax payer. 



Email: belfast@corrymeela.org 

Closing date for application is 30th April 2003 
Interviews will take be held on 1 6th May 2003 

Corrymeela is recognised as a charity by the Inland Revenue. 
Reference No. XN 4905 2A 



Recent clinical trials conducted in New Zealand 
found tViat two thirds of patients suffering from 
Arthritis had significant pain relief and increased 
mobility after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

For a free information pack 



Freephone: 0800 783 0942 




Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 
South Ruislip HA4 ONU 
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TANK 

Bovington, Dorset, \ 






MUSEUM. OPENiDAILY I OAM - 5PM 



FAMILY ACTIVITY TRAIL ^ 

•THE ALL NEW TANKS IN ACTION DISPLAYS 
Noon on Thursday 17th and Tuesday 23rd April 
VEHICLE MOBILITY DISPLAYS 
2pm on the following dates: 

14th, 15th, 16th, 20th, 23rd, 24th and 25th April 
VEHICLE RIDES 
Every weekday from 11am except 
Good Friday and Easter Monday 
ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 
THE TRENCH 

A Dramatic First World War walkthrough exhibition 
Massive INDOOR collection of over 150 vehicles 

PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Recommended by 98% of Visitors / TSV 

T: 01929 405096 F: 01929 405360 

X q r info @ tankmuseum.co.uk charity No 
r ( 3 . www.tankmuseum.co.uk 274640 



ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER 

for Waltham St Lawrence, Berkshire 

Fine Father Willis 2-manual organ 
Small, enthusiastic choir; varied repertoire 
Eucharist weekly; Matins & Evensong monthly 
RSCM rates (plus fees); to start July 

Enquiries to Don Hickson - 0118 940 3209 




Fax: 01527 892152 

{-Bail: eria.pillNatiMi@ifiriii.i 8 t 





A Quality Retirement Residence 



Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people whom cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with x h mile of garden paths. 

, If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 

or visit, please contact: 




Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. 
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Some of your 
amazing graces 



‘WRITING these has helped me to make saying grace together a more meaningful time for my family/ wrote one grace writer. Thank you too 
all of you who entered our competition. A big thank you especially to the pupils from North Marston and Westcott C of E Primary Schools 
for a wonderful set of entries. They were so good that we decided to give both schools a group prize, a copy of the new lion Bible for Children. 
Here is a small selection of their graces and some of the delightful illustrations that came with them, together with our adult winners. 

Illustrations by :Amy Haynes (9), Polly Calver (8) and Alex Addison (6) 



Our adult winners 

All three will receive a copy of Graces Old and new from 
Oxford by the late MacDonald Ramm 

For a murder-mystery evening meal 

No red herrings or poisoned chalice 
Will pass our lips within this palace 
So worry not, if our little grey cells 
Fail to detect or ring any bells! 

Just thank the Lord for a meal sublime 
Stealing pleasure is never a crime. Amen. 

The Revd Leigh Spicer ; RAF Halton 

Grace on the move 

Master, I am eating in a hurry on the move. You too lived on 
the move, available to those in need. Eating in a hurry is not 
disrespectful, but in the hope that I can be there for those who 
need me. Thanks for moving with us. Yours in haste. 

Dr Richard Bainhridge 

On eating an orange 

Dear Lord, 

As I peel this orange to discover the fruit within I thank 
you for all the treasure 

That you have put in place for me alone to discover. 
No-one else has experienced or ever will experience 
This miracle of creation. 

Thank you for making me feel special. Amen 

Family Mealtime (on a bad hair day!) 

Dear Lord, 

Help us to eat the food you would wish us to eat, 

To speak the words you would wish us to speak, 

And to act as you would wish us to act. 

So may this mealtime be up-building for us 
And honouring to you. Amen. 

Both from Ruth Tinsdeall 



North Marston C of E School 



Opportunity knocks 

ARE you (clergy and laity) thinking about standing for election to 
the Diocesan Synod later this year? Members of Diocesan Synod 
are encouraged to think about further election to the work of vari- 
ous Boards, Councils and Committees. Look in The DOOR over the 
next few months and think about where God might be calling you. 
Which of these appeal to you and could benefit from your input? 

Buildings Committee sets the policy for buying, repairing, main- 
taining and disposing of all parsonage houses, team vicarages and 
houses owned by the Board of Finance. Policies are implemented 
through the Archdeaconry sub-committees. The only qualifica- 
tions required by members are common-sense and an interest in 
the well-being of our clergy and their families. Meets four times a 
yean Archdeaconry sub-committees also meet four times a yean 
Interested to know more? Contact Roger Harwood on 01865 208230. 

Diocesan Board of Education has responsibility for 280 
Church schools with 46,000 pupils in nine Local Education 
Authorities across the Diocese. These LEAs are Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes, Reading, Slough, Windsor and 
Maidenhead, Bracknell Forest, West Berkshire and Wokingham. 
The team provides pastoral and professional support to all its 
schools and has a particular commitment to enhancing the quali- 
ty of provision for religious education, collective worship and the 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all pupils. 

Are you a teacher or former teacher, a parent with experience of 
Parent Teacher Association, a school governor? People with 
experience of the challenges and demands facing schools today 
particularly welcome. Meets four times a yean 
Interested to know more? Contact Danny Sullivan on 01865 208236. 

Could your picture could be on the 
front of the next Diocesan year book? 



Westcott C of E 

Breakfast 

Jay Sturman (5) 

Thank you God for a big 
bowl of sugar puffs with 
cold milk. Amen. 

Lunch 

Christa Byrne(y) 

Bless this food Dear God as 
it goes into our bodies Amen. 

Luke Nicholls(6) 

Thank you Lord for our 
lunch. I like sandwiches 
made with cucumber and 
cheese. I like tuna best. Amen. 



School 

Bradley Ayres(j) 

Dear God, Thank you for 
my peanut butter sandwiches. 
They are crunchy. Amen 

Trafford Brown(6) 

Dear God Thank you for 
bread. Thank you for water. 
It is lovely. Amen. 

Dinner 

Carys Hylands(y) 

Dear God, Thank you for 
lovely brown sausages and 
mushy mashed potatoes that 
I eat for my dinner. 



Thank you for everything 

Polly Calver (8) 

Dear Lord, we pray. 

Thank you for the food we 
eat each day. 

Peanut butter strawberry jam 
Chocolate spread and lots of 
ham. Amen 

Heather Daum Noble (8) 
(Hands together and eyes 
closed) Dear Lord Thank 
you for these foods you have 
made. And all these precious 
days. Thank you Lord for 
everything. Amen. 

Thinking of others 

Emma Tuckett(y) 

Dear God Thank you for all 
the food we eat and please 
make all the uther (sic) coun- 
tries have food and water 
and make them have some 
lovely food and make them 
have enough money to buy 
food and clean shops. Amen. 

Millie Bell (9) 

Dear God, 

Thank you God, 

For food we eat 
For vegetables 
For bread for meat. 

Help the deaf hear 
Help the blind see 
I am fortunate 
To be me. Amen 

At a Burger King 

Stuart Lane(y) 

Thank you for our burgers 
that we eat at Burger King 
and the toys that we get. 
Thank you for our cheese 
that we eat. Thank you very 
much. Amen. 




Lovely crisps Lord 

Aidan Tattam(y) 

I’m just going to eat my nice 
lunch and its going to be 
crisps. Thank you for the 
people who made the crisps. 
Amen. 

For a picnic 

Huw Day(y) 

Our Father in heaven thank 
you for all this delicious 
food we are about to eat in 
our picnic. Let us eat some 
lovely potatoes and carrots 
for our picnic. Amen. 

Dear God, even if it is 
not delicious we know 
you tried your best! 



On an aeroplane 

Alissimon Minnitt (5) 

Dear God thank you for the 
food that we are about to eat 
on this aeroplane even if it is 
not delicious we know you 
tried your best. Amen. 

A restaurant meal 

Max Thompson(6) 

Oh Lord Thank you for this 
restaurant and this food we 
are about to eat and please 
help the cooks and waiters 
with all their work. Amen. 



UGLY, powerful, scary, revolt- 
ing, challenging. The picture on 
the cover of last year's 
Diocesan year book certainly 
caused some reaction. Not only 




was this the first time that the 
year book had a full colour pic- 
ture on it but the picture of a 
sculpture by Peruvian artist 
Edilberto Merida showing the 
Crucified Christ was quite a 
controversial choice. 

The next year book will also 
feature a full colour picture on 
the cover. But this time, we want 
to hear your suggestions. You 
could suggest a piece of art 
from your church, a particular 
photograph you have taken, or a 
drawing you have done. We 
would especially like to receive 



pictures done by children. The 
picture should help to illustrate 
the Diocese's commitment to 
Sharing Life and should come 
with an explanation of why you 
think it would be the perfect 
picture. 

Please note that we do not 
want designs for the front cover, 
just pictures that could be fea- 
tured as part of the design. The 
picture should be portrait for- 
mat, that is, tall rather than 
wide. Pictures should be sent 
to: Mark Leadbeater, 
Communications Office, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0 NB, 
or by e-mail to 

mark.leadbeater@oxford.anglican.org 
All photographs or drawings on 
paper should have a name and 
address on the back. 

The next year book will be 
published at the start of 
September 2003 to bring it 
more in line with the elections 
to parish offices that take place 
at the beginning of summer. This 
means that the deadline for 
suggestions will be Friday 30 
May. The winning picture and 
final cover design will be 
revealed in the September issue 
of The DOOR. 



I 
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of Care 



SALES & SERVICE 

SCOOTERS - POWER CHAIRS 
STAIR LIFTS - RISER RECLINERS 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 
DAILY LIVING EQUIPMENT 
FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 



Free Home Assessments 
0800 - 197 50 65 



Richens Care 

2 Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7BX 

Tel: 01865 769778 

E-mail: ssmobility@nascr.net 



HOLLOWAY’S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX 16 5 PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 



A DISTANCE LEARNING DEGREE IN THEOLOGY 
Work at your own pace in the comfort of your home 
Understand the Bible better 
Study your faith in depth 
Learn to think Theologically 
Apply insights gained to life 

For a prospectus contact us today: 

The 

OPEN 

THEOLOGICAL 

College 

University of Gloucestershire, Francis Close Hall, 
Swindon Road, Cheltenham, Glos GL50 4AZ 

Telephone: 01242 532837 Fax: 01242 532801 
Email: otc@glos.ac.uk 



Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 
4 April, Friday 10am - 4pm 
Quiet Day - " Lord of all Hopefulness" 

5-6 April, Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Ministering to those who 
have been abused and neglected. " 
11-13 April, Friday 7pm - Sunday 4pm 
Healing Retreat - "The Lord My Shepherd" 
26 April, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Teaching Day - "Developing a Ministry Team" 
2 May, Friday 10am - 4pm 
Quiet Day - "A Song of Joy" 

10 & 11 May, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Part 7 of Prayer Ministry 8 
Christian Counselling Skills" (Level 1) 

17 & 18 May, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Part 2 of Prayer Ministry 8 
Christian Counselling Skills" (Level 1) 

24 May, Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Teaching Day - "Reaching in to Reach Out " 
Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching , worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days - first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to God 
For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 
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Agonising questions 



WITH the mili- 
tary action in 
Iraq well under- 
way all of us, 
whatever our 
previous views 
about the right- 
ness or wrong- 
ness of the war, 
will wish our 
troops well. We 
will hope and pray for a 
speedy end to the conflict 
and the emergence of a 
much better Iraq at the end 
of it. Even when the war is 
over, there will be a huge 
task to be done. Not just to 
reconstitute Iraq as a stable, 
more just, more democratic 
country but to win the 
peace - that is, win over the 
hearts and minds of so 
many who have been bitter- 
ly opposed to the invasion. 

After the war will also be 
the time to ask how we got 
to the point where the gov- 
ernment seemed to have 
only two options before it, 
acting without UN authori- 
ty or letting Saddam 
Hussein once again flout 
clear UN resolutions. My 
own view is that we should 
never have got to where we 
are now. Of course, 

Saddam Hussein, an evil 
tyrant that the world will 
be well rid of, is primarily 
to blame. But western poli- 
cy has been complicit for 
decades, supporting his 
murderous war against 
Iran, selling him weapons, 
failing to act when he 
gassed 5,000 Kurds and 
destroyed the habitat of the 
Shias. As St Paul said, God is 
not fooled and we reap what 
we sow (Galatians -6, 7). 

The foreign policy that we 
have followed up until now, 
in the wake of the 
Americans, is to put west- 
ern interests first even when 
it has meant overlooking 
gross human rights viola- 
tions. So we supported 
Saddam Hussein because 
we thought he was a bul- 
wark against expanding 



Islamic mili- 
tancy from 
Iran. Now, the 
Americans 
seem to have 
adopted a 
new approach, 
that of the 
pre-emptive 
war based, 
allegedly, not 
just on American national 
interests but with the pur- 
pose of bringing about lib- 
eral democratic regimes in 
place of despotism. 

The fundamental flaw 
about this, from a Christian 
point of view, is the way 
that it ignores human sin- 
fulness and our perpetual 
tendency to identify our 
own narrow interests with 
the interests of the wider 
world in a combination of 
hubris and self-delusion. It 
leads to the most dangerous 
of all attitudes in foreign 
policy, the crusade mentali- 
ty, trying to impose our val- 
ues on cultures which have 
a very different history and 
outlook. This is not to say 
that democratic values 
should not develop in 
Islamic countries. They 
should and we need to 
encourage this. But they 
will need to emerge in 
Islamic terms, not simply be 
imposed by western powers 
in western terminology. 

Even after the war is 
ended there will be many 
agonising questions with 
which to wrestle. There will 
not be easy answers to any 
of them and we desperately 
need the divine wisdom. 

The Advent antiphon, 
which we use before 
Christmas, seems particu- 
larly relevant ‘O wisdom 
that cometh out of the 
mouth of the most high, 
reaching from one end to 
the other, ordering all 
things well, come and teach 
us the way of prudence’. 




BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 



EASTER BLESSINGS TO ALL OUR READERS 



The Cross in the 21st Century 

'The cross is not about extreme suffering but about extreme helplessness 7 says Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, in this 
extract from his contribution to Seven Words for the 21st century / a collection of essays edited by Ed Newell 
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WHEN Jesus of Nazareth was 
crucified, crosses were a daily 
sight. They reminded people 
who was in charge in Roman 
Palestine, what the cost was of 
offering any kind of challenge 
to the occupying power. When 
Jesus had encouraged his disci- 
ples to pick up their crosses 
and follow him, he was speak- 
ing with a kind of grim irony: 
if you’re going to follow me, 
you should know that, one 
way or another, it’s an act of 
rebellion, an act that will, one 
way or another; cost you your 
life. It was a live metaphor 
because it was so immediate a 
reality. 

The cross now lives only in 
religious language - whereas 
in the first century it repre- 
sented things that were as 
far as you could imagine 
from religion 

In the nearly two thousand 
years that have passed, lan- 
guage about crosses has 
become dead metaphor. The 
cross now lives only in reli- 
gious language - whereas in 
the first century it represented 
things that were as far as you 
could imagine from religion. 
As Paul points out, the connec- 
tion between crucifixion and 
God was shocking, tasteless 
and uncomfortable for Jews 
and non-Jews alike. But in a 
world where crosses are mainly 
seen in churches or around 
people’s necks, what has hap- 
pened to the original, difficult, 
transformative content of the 
language? How can the cross 
be talked about now in a way 
that makes a difference? 

‘Take up your cross’ now 
means, ‘Put up with your 
minor discomforts’, or; at most, 
‘Be sure that you do something 
to show God you take him seri- 
ously by making yourself 
uncomfortable in some way’. 
‘We all have our crosses to 
bear’ means that we must all 
demonstrate perseverance in 
circumstances we don’t fully 
control. The cross is as much a 
daily sight as it was in Jesus’ 
day, but for a quite different 
reason: it has become a sign for 
something disconnected from 
the actual experiences of power 
and powerlessness, fear and 



hope, in society; it has become 
the marker of a minority interest 
group, who seem to use it with 
rather obsessional frequency. If 
Jesus’ Palestine was full of cross- 
es, so is many a church; but the 
difference is plain. 

The truth is that we can find 
plenty of examples of 
extreme suffering, many of 
them more immediately 
effective for us than the 
image of the crucified 
It isn’t an answer to this if we 
simply intensify the emotional 
charge of the religious symbol 
by stressing the extremity of 
the suffering depicted. The 
truth is that we can find plenty 
of examples of extreme suffer- 
ing, many of them more imme- 
diately effective for us than the 
image of the crucified. Paul 
knew that the shock of the 
cross was not how badly Jesus 
suffered, and we need, in 
thinking about the cross, to 
move beyond the attempt to 
bring emotions to the boil by 
pretending that this was, by 
definition, a uniquely awful 
form of physical pain. 



There are two things we prob- 
ably ought to hold in our 
minds if we want to under- 
stand afresh what meditation 
on the cross is properly for. 
The first is that the proclama- 
tion of God’s involvement in 
the cross says something about 
power and risk. 

To walk with Jesus and to 
belong with the God of Jesus is 
risky; but not in the simple 
sense that you might become a 
martyr for the divine cause. 
That’s bearable, even attractive 
to a certain mindset. We hard- 
ly need reminding of that in 
today’s world of suicide 
bombers. The majority of 
those crucified in Roman 
Judea and Galilee were not in 
fact modem freedom fighters 
but a mixture of petty thugs, 
delinquent or runaway slaves 
and innocents executed for the 
purposes of plain state terror. 
The crucified is literally nailed 
up as a notice of what the pow- 
erful mean to say; the crucified 
is not a martyr but more of a 
cypher; a naked and more or 
less anonymous signifier in the 
language of someone else (the 
governing authority). The 
cross is not about extremity of 



suffering so much as extremity 
of helplessness, impotence in 
speaking what you mean to 
say. The cross is where the 
non-citizens are executed. 

The cross is a gateway into 
that strange community in 
which non-citizens belong 
together because they 
belong with God 
So recovering the sense of what 
the cross is about involves us 
first in some reflection on 
becoming a non-citizen along- 
side God. The cross is a gate- 
way into that strange commu- 
nity in which non-citizens 
belong together because they 
belong with God. God in the 
cross accepts the fate of being 
silenced, deprived of the words 
to utter his own meaning. But 
this is not to say that God 
expects us to be silenced by the 
murderous injustice of the 
world. To be unequivocally 
with him is to be stripped of 
the ordinary ways of making 
sense, stripped of what might 
carry weight in the world’s 
frame of reference. But to be 
with him is also to be with all 
who are, by their choice or the 
choice of others, non-citizens, 
non-belongers; it is to be part 
of a social order that depends 
on nothing but God’s presence 
and self-gift, God’s decision to 
be with the non-belongers. 

Following Jesus leads to 
where God is; following Jesus 
leads to places wherfe people 
are robbed of their speech and 
their social power. God is to be 
discovered where social power 
runs out, as the reality that has 
nothing in common with social 
power. Only with this in mind 
can we grasp how the cross 
begins to be the act of creating a 
new communal phenomenon, 
sufficiently new and peculiar to 
be still, two thousand years on, 
tantalisingly hard to describe 
and constantly trying to evade 
its own distinctiveness. 

Seven Words for the 21st century, 
published by Darton, Longman and 
Todd (£16. .95) is a collection of 
essays all of whose authors have 
Oxford connections. It includes a 
music CD by Adrian Snell. The editor, 
Ed Newell, a former chaplain to the 
Bishop of Oxford is a Canon of St 
Paul's Cathedral. 

SEE ALSO A REVIEW ON PAGE 19 
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Analysis 



Letters 



to the editor 




One week when you 
can change the world 



CHRISTIAN Aid 

is about putting 
the kingdom of 
God into action. 

It works with 
and for poor 
communities, to 
express God’s 
care for human- 
ity, to seek a 
more just world 
for all. It makes 
common cause 
with all who 
believe in a bet- 
ter deal for the 
world’s poorest 
communities, 
involving local 
people to find 
appropriate 
solutions to the challenges 
they face. It insists on hop- 
ing and persists in acting for 
change. It tackles both the 
causes and symptoms of 
poverty, believing that 
transformation is possible - 
and that together with part- 
ners and supporters, it can 
make a difference. 

Christian Aid’s approach 
is holistic. It believes that 
the church has a role to 
play - through praying, by 
taking action and by giving 
- to fight world poverty. In 
the area covered by the 
Diocese of Oxford more 
than 15,500 people will 
walk the streets collecting 
money from over 630,000 
houses this Christian Aid 
Week, May 11-17. 

One person helped by 
money collected in the 
Diocese is Engel Selvi (pic- 
tured above). Engel lives in 
Sri Lanka. She leads a 
women’s group with the 
help of the Institute for 
Social Development. She is 
determined that women 
who, like her, work as tea 
pickers should know their 
rights and should not be 
discriminated against. She 
has won several victories 
that give better conditions 
to some of the world’s most 



poorly paid peo- 
ple. The Institute 
for Social 
Development is 
funded and sup- 
ported by 
Christian Aid 
money collected 
in the UK. 

Even as the 
water falls on dry 
tea leaves and 
brings out their 
flavour, so may 
your Spirit fall 
on. us and renew 
us so that we 
may bring 
refreshment and 
joy to others. 

Prayer from Sri Lanka 

As parishes we are encour- 
aged to focus our ministry 
around the ‘Five Marks of 
Mission’ which include: ‘to 
seek to transform unjust 
structures of society’ and ‘to 
strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sus- 
tain and renew the life of the 
earth/ 

Christian Aid is an agency 
of the Churches in the UK 
and Ireland; it works wher- 
ever the need is greatest; it 
challenges unjust structures 
and it believes in life before 
death. If your church is seek- 
ing ways to fulfil key parts 
of our mission as a Church 
why not consider getting 
involved in Christian Aid 
Week this year. By joining 
with the thousands of dedi- 
cated people already giving 
their time and money, pray- 
ing and taking action you 
will really will be changing 
the world. This week. 



Paul Langley is Christian Aid Area 
co-ordinator for Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. If you want to make a 
difference this Christian Aid Week 
contact him on 01865 246818 or e- 
mail plangley@christian-aid.org.uk 
For Bucks contact Sue James on 
01908 698135or by email on 
sjjames@christian-aid.org.uk 




Paul Langley 
writes 



Peace but not at any price • reassurance for our Muslim neighbours • defending RE in 
schools ♦ pastoral reorganisation for archdeacons • wrong attitudes to sexual minorities 



and unaccounted for stockpiles 
of chemical and biological 
weapons can be easily dis- 
persed and hidden. 

Thirdly, it is not true that 
Saddam’s Iraq poses no real 
threat to Britain or the USA. It 
is a proven fact that the Iraqi 
intelligence service was behind 
the first 1993 attack on the 
World Trade Centre and tried 
to assassinate the first President 
Bush after the 1991 Gulf War. 
It is also obvious, as Colin 
Powell’s recent evidence to the 
UN demonstrated, that links 
do exist between Saddam’s 
regime and A1 Quaeda. Their 
shared hatred for Western lib- 
eral democracy is a sufficient 
motive for mounting joint ter- 
rorist attacks on us, regardless 
of their ideological differences. 

Finally, the opposition of 
Russia, France and China to 
Anglo-American action against 
Iraq has nothing to do with 
morality or international law. 
Russia and France (not Britain 



load must be considered. 
Could a Diocese blessed with 
417 stipendiary clergy, numer- 
ous non-stipendiary clergy and 
632 parishes, sensibly be cared 
for by a Diocesan, two suffra- 
gan bishops and three archdea- 
cons? It has often been pointed 
out that Bishop Colin Bennetts 
moved from Buckingham to the 
smaller area of Coventry, where 
he has a suffragan and two 
archdeacons. Southwark, small- 
er than Oxford, has three suf- 
fragans and five archdeacons. 

We properly expect that our 
clergy and parishes are sup- 
ported and encouraged by the 
bishops. Compliance with 
Employment and Human 
Rights legislation will make 
increasing demands in the 
future. The Diocesan Board of 
Finance seeks to economise 
wherever possible, but I sug- 
gest that a reduction in suffra- 
gan bishops would not be a 
wise economy at this time. 
Penny Keens 



keen to help please contact me 
mcull@banburyhs.oxon.sch.uk 

Then I read a sombre article 
about the plight of RE in our 
schools. The Revd John Gay is 
right to flag this up and I urge 
those concerned to write to 
QCA and Charles Clarke 
about the need to keep RE as a 
separate curriculum discipline. 
Key Stage 4 students consis- 
tently enjoy their RE studies 
and it is a valuable opportunity 
for them to grapple with spiri- 
tual and life issues. 

Then I was astounded to read 
from Ray Crossman of 
Twyford his assertion that 
Section 28 protects children 
from gay propaganda. 

How depressing! As a school 
teacher I am aware of the pres- 
sures on young minds in our 
information age but to say that 
homosexuals will prey on 
young minds is discriminatory 
and slightly bonkers! Mr 
Crossman must remember that 
school students have access to 



Fighting for the weak 

I agree with Bishop Richard 
Harries that war should be 
avoided if at all possible, but 
not at all costs. I gave my 
youth to the Royal Artillery 
fighting for the freedom of 
Europe. Surely no one is going 
to say that I and my generation 
were wrong to stop the 
German army invading other 
people’s countries. The peace 
at any price brigade were out 
in full force in the 1930’s. The 
price that was paid was that 
millions of people were killed 
and their towns and cities 
destroyed. Does our Bishop 
really want to see this happen 
again? Does he not think that 
it is the moral duty of strong 
countries to protect the weaker 
countries? Talking and praying 
does not stop a tyrant slaugh- 
tering people. 

Richard M.A. Lawson 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 

Saddam is a real threat 

Whilst appreciating the good 
motives behind the Bishop of 
Oxford’s ‘prayer for peace’; 
(March issue) and the opposi- 
tion of so many Christians to 
war against Saddam Hussein, I 
cannot go along with it. 

To ask God to ‘unlock our 
two prickly prides, our two 
warring wills, our two oppos- 
ing forces’ implies that there is 
a moral equivalence between 
Tony Blair and President Bush, 
on the one hand, and Saddam 
Hussein on the other. Yet how 
can you compare two liberal 
democracies with a cruel dicta- 
tor who has tortured and mur- 
dered 100,000 Iraqis, used 
chemical weapons against his 
own people; invaded his neigh- 
bours and provoked the exile 
of a further three million of his 
own citizens? Furthermore, 
Saddam’s defiance of 18 
United Nations resolutions 
over 12 years makes nonsense 
of all the talk about Britain and 
America’s ‘rush to war’. 

Secondly, the disarmament of 
Iraq cannot be achieved peace- 
fully by the UN inspectorate 
without Saddam’s repentance 
or removal, because his large 



and the USA) were the major 
suppliers of arms to Saddam’s 
regime during the 1980’s and 
are currently seeking to protect 
their huge oil and other eco- 
nomic interests in Iraq. 

Philip Vander Elst, 
Ascott-under-Wychwood, Oxfordshire 

Friendship for Muslims 

Many of us feel sad and help- 
less about the war in Iraq and 
concerned about the effect 
upon our local Muslim com- 
munities. I spoke to the Imam 
in High Wycombe and he sug- 
gested that sympathetic letters 
to local mosques would show 
that all Christians do not agree 
with Bush and Blair. May I 
suggest that, whatever your 
views about the war, you write 
to your nearest mosque 
expressing friendship. 

Jennifer Beresford 
Medmenham, Buckinghamshire 



Too many bishops? 

David Smith’s letter suggests 
that we economise by having 
one new suffragan bishop 
instead of two. However not 
only financial cost but work- 



Diocesan Lay Chairman 

Spreading the load 

Yes, let’s reduce the number of 
Area Bishops - pastoral reor- 
ganisation I think it’s called. 
And why not revert to the 
practice (in some dioceses) of 
having archdeacons as incum- 
bents of a parish church? 
There is a shortage of parish 
clergy, so it would be good to 
see the hierarchy sharing our 
problems in a practical way. 
John I. Mitchell 
Penn, Bucks 



Don’t judge homosexuals 

What an interesting spread 
there is on pages 8 and 9 in the 
March DOOR! 

Firstly a super article from 
John Crowe about walking pil- 
grimages and shrines. Canon 
Crowe was helpful four years 
ago when I led a walking pil- 
grimage from Oxford (Botley 
SS Peter 6c Paul’s) cross coun- 
try to the shrine of St Richard 
at Chichester. I am planning 
another this summer from 
Banbury to Southwell in 
Nottinghamshire. Anyone 



TV and the internet so there 
are many channels of commu- 
nication that schools do not 
have kny control over. Surely it 
is far better to help them in 
their relationships by being 
open and honest in discussion 
lessons about the wide range of 
human relationships. One can 
promote heterosexual family 
life as the ideal model, not den- 
igrate minority sexualities. 
Surely it is NOT God’s way to 
spread libel about homosexu- 
ality being perverted and 
predatory! The Gospel is one 
of love and reconciliation and 
judgement. God decides but I’d 
rather be with those who feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked 
and visit those in prison and 
are happy to be friends with 
gay and straight whatever. 

Mick Cull-Dodd 
Botley, Oxford 

Section 28 

We have received a number of other 
letters on the subject of homosexual- 
ity in schools, all of them critical of 
Mr Crossman's point of view, and 
would like to thank all correspon- 
dents for their comments. Ed. 




Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 



Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 



W&ddinc j Stationery 

www.wedding-statjonery.com 

Visit our website or k 
contact us for details fk 
and free samples 
ill ustrated 
Stationery 

Tel: 0292081-1 024 ¥ X 

Fax: 029 208l(336jf^^P 
dorothy@wedding : stationerv.oom 




Live-in Carer 

required for 

Elderly gentleman in the 
Reading area - weekends 
and/ or weeks. 
Apply to Box No. 30 

Cross Publications 
The Old Bakehouse, 1242 A 
Evesham Rd, Astwood Bank, 
Redditch, Worcs B96 6AA 







The ENNEAGRAM 




An Introductory Workshop 
led by Brian & Julia Watson 

June 9th - 10th, 2003. 

At Morley Retreat and 
Conference Centre 
(5 miles from derby) 

Cost: £55 

For Bookings/ Information 
telephone: 01332 831293 
Wardens@morleyretreat.fsnet.co.uk 



RAILWAY RELICS 

Boiucmms 

Enamel Station Names (£250 min) 
Posters, Tickets, carriage prints, 
Locomotive plates 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521481 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 



\ 0XF0RD 

\ BR00KES 

\ UNIVERSITY 

LANGUAGE SERVICES N 1 

Evening Courses 

FRENCH-SPAN ISH-ITALIAN-GERMAN- 

SWEDISH-JAPANESE-CHINESE-TURKISH- 

P0RTUGUESE 

■ Various levels: from Absolute beginners to Advanced level 

■ 10 week course of 1.5 hours per week - Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays or Thursdays from 5.30 to 7.00 or from 7.00 to 8.30pm 



Our group classes are small to enable students to enhance accuracy 



NEHHAimilRS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, s 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORICAL, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPKfTUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE. 2 HOLLY R0.AD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



and increase fluency in the studied language in a very short period of 
time DISCOVER THE WORLD OF LANGUAGES! 

NEXT COURSES START ON THE 28th APRIL 2003 
For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services - Gipsy Lane Campus - 
Headington - Oxford - 0X3 0BP 

Tel. 01865 483692 - Fax 01865 483690 - Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 













Courses and events 



Diocese of Oxford 

5 April ‘A Team or a 
Group of Individuals?’ 

Beau Stevenson, Bob Saunders & 
Pastoral Care Forum, St Helen’s 
Church, Abingdon 10am-4pm 
£l0/£5 

Kate Hodgson , Diocesan Church 
House , tel. 01865 208213; kate. 
hodgson@ oxford.anglican.org 
1 7 May Group Dynamics: 
Beren Hartless & Roger James 
10am-4pm Diocesan Church 
House £15 

Juliet Ralph , STEM , Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 
208282; juliet.ralph@ 
oxford.anglican.org 
24 May Introduction to & 
Exploration of Mystical & 
Contemplative Prayer: Debbie 
Davies 10am-4pm Diocesan 
Church House £15 
Juliet Ralph (see above) 

31 May Pastoral Healing Day: 
Phillip Tovey & Mike Hayward 
10am-4pm Diocesan Church 
House £15 

Juliet Ralph (see above) 




Pastoral Care 
Training Course 

29 April-1 July 

Tuesdays at Winslow Centre 
7.15-9.30pm: Peter Ballentine & 
Margaret Goodall 

30 April-2 July Wednesdays 
at Diocesan Church House: 

Vera Sinton 

1 May-3 July Thursdays at St 
Peter’s Centre, Iver: Angela 
Thompson & Michael Smith 

1 May-19 June Thursdays &; 
Saturdays at Burford Baptist 
Church: Penny Nairne &C Jean 
Barton Each course £30 
Juliet Ralph (see opposite) 




BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 



8t Albans A Oxford 
Ministry Course Summer 
Modules (In Oxford) 

6 May - 8 July Introducing the 
Old Testament: Mike Butter- 
worth £50 7.05-8.05pm 

6 May - 3 June The Social 
Context of Theology: Andrew 
Moore £25 8.20-9.20pm 
6 May - 3 June Old Testament 
Themes: Mike Butterworth £25 
8.20-9.20pm 

6-13 May, 20 May Recent Lit- 
urgical Developments: Michael 
Sansom £25 7.05-9.20 
10 June - 8 July NT Theology 
I: Alan Garrow £25 8.20-9.20pm 
10 June -8 July Theological 
Reflection: Mike Butterworth 
£25 8.20-9.20pm 
At Westminster Institute for 
Education 

Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House; 
www.saomc. org. uk/open/ 



Couples In Trouble 16 May 
Federation of Christian Caring and 
Counselling Spring Training 
Workshop led by Antony Ayton, to 
explore the ways we can help those 
in relationships who are facing diffi- 
culties, including how faith can be 
engaged in the process, as well as 
the basic principles of working with 
couples. 9.30 am (coffee), 9.45 am 
start to 2.30 pm, Diocesan Churcfh 
House.- Members £ 1 5; non-mem- 
bers £20. Bring lunch; drinks pro- 
vided. 

Kate Hodgson, Diocesan Church 
House , tel. 01865 208214; Doris 
Swinbank , tel. 01628 636469 



The May issue of 



the Door 



will be ready for 
collection on 



25 April 

Music, poetry, images with singer 
songwriters Martyn Joseph & 
Martin John Nicholls, focusing on 
the courage of ordinary people in 
the poorest countries. Part of a 
national tour in preparation for 
Christian Aid Week (11-17 May) 
St Nicolas’ Church, Newbury 7.30pm. 
Tickets £l0/£8 01865 246818. 

Tom Lunt 020 7496 1686, tlunt@ 
christian-aid.org ; www. 
christianaid.org.uk! abouca! events 




Life in the Fast Lane 

20 May 

Life in the Fast Lane - making 
sense of life and work: take time 
out to discover whether it is pos- 
sible to make it in business with- 
out losing in life. Led by Rob 
Parsons of Care for the Family 
Main Hall, Oxford Brookes 
University, Gypsy Lane, Oxford 
7.30pm £5 

Tel. 029 2081 0800; or see 
www. car e-for-the- family, org.uk 

Life after Death in the OT 

10 May 

How did the Israelites view 
death? Did they believe in res- 
urrection? Day Conference led 
by Dr Philip Johnston at 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, 9.30am 
(coffee; 10am start) - 4pm 
£16/£10 concessions & groups 
of four+. Bring lunch; drinks 
provided 

Bookings Vicky Bancroft, 

01865 274205; vicky. bancroft@ 
wycliffe. ox.ac. uk 

Would you like to edit 

Tho nnnppoct? Coo 



Prayer Diary 



. And let the peace of Christ rule in 
. your hearts, to which indeed you 

- were called in the one body. 

- Colossians 3:15 

. Let us pray to God our Father for: 

. Tuesday 1st Reading Deanery. 
. The large and vibrant deanery with 
. its many parishes, clergy and laity 
. working together for the kingdom; 
. particularly the Revd Susan van 
. Beveren’s work as the deanery’s 
. full-time chaplain for work and 
. economic life. Also Revd Chris 
. Russell and his team working at St 
. Laurence with young people. Area 
J dean - Brian Shenton; synod lay 
. chairman - Mary Harwood; clergy 
. - Colin Bass, Elizabeth Jackson: 
J licensed lay ministers - Clifford 
! Powell, Tony Bushell, Ken Dyson, 
_ Janice Palmer, Len Harris. 
Wednesday 2nd Beech Hill, 
Grazeley and Spencers Wood: clergy 

- Joan Hicks, Maureen Devine; 
: licensed lay minister - June 

Hardcastle. Shinfield St Mary: cler- 
gy - Owen Murphy; licensed lay 
ministers - Michael Dexter-Elisha, 
Chris Leslie. Swallowfield All 
J Saints: clergy -Peter Bannister. 
Thursday 3rd Caversham St Peter 
and Mapledurham St Margaret: cler- 
gy - Richard Kingsbury, Alveen 
Thoresen, Heather Serjeant, Keith 
Knee-Robinson; licensed lay minister 

- John Madeley, Bill Vincent. 
Caversham St Andrew: clergy - Keith 
Kinnaird. 

Friday 4th Caversham St John 
J the Baptist: clergy - Philip 
J Dallaway, Stephen Cousins. 
J Emmer Green St Barnabas with 
J Caversham Park Local Ecumenical 
J Partnership: clergy - Derek 
: Chandler, Lynne Davies, Margaret 
J Dimmick: licensed lay ministers - 
J Elizabeth Gash, Paula Andrews. 

J Saturday 5th Woodley Team 
J Ministry: Woodley St John the 
J Evangelist with Emmanuel Church 
J Centre and Woodley Airfield 
J Church: clergy - Ann Douglas, 
J Julia Wright, Lyn Comerford; 
1 licensed lay minister - Susan 

I tv 7 — r ^_i_ 1 _ 1 cv t 



ministers - David Fulford, David 
Karsten. 

PASSIONTIDE BEGINS 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sunday 6th The twinning of our 
diocese with Vaxjo diocese in 
Sweden; their Bishop Anders 
Wejryd. For the link clergy - 
Christopher Meakin in Vaxjo, 
Anthony Dickinson in Oxford. 
Monday 7th WORLD HEALTH 
DAY Earley St Nicholas: clergy - 
Daniel Tyndall. Earley St Peter: 
clergy - Derek Spears, Rosalind 
Rutherford. Earley Trinity Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: clergy - 
Simon Howard, Nick Thompson. 
Tuesday 8th Reading All 
Saints: clergy - Henry Everett; 
licensed lay ministers - Sylvia 
Cummins, Anthony Green. 
Reading Christ Church: clergy - 
David West. Reading St Giles: cler- 
gy - Michael Melrose. 
Wednesday 9th Reading St 
John the Evangelist and St Stephen: 
clergy - Tony Vigars, Suzanne 
Knight, Ali Marshall, Nick 
Benson: licensed lay ministers - 
Alan Lawrence, Peter Marshall, 
Jeremy Thake. Reading St Luke 
with St Bartholomew: clergy - 
Nigel Hardcastle, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman. 

Thursday 10th Reading St Mary 
with St Laurence: clergy - Brian 
Shenton, Chris Russell. Reading St 
Mark: clergy - Charles Card- 
Reynolds. Reading Holy Trinity: 
clergy - Charles Card-Reynolds. 
Friday 1 1th Reading Greyfriars: 
clergy - Jonathan Wilmot, Jon 
Westall, Phil Andrew; licensed lay 
ministers - Philip Giddings, Sue 
Wilmot, Dennis Parker, John 
Ledger, Christine Ledger; youth 
worker - Derek Attrill: lay pastor - 
Phil Cole. Reading St Agnes with 
St Paul and St Barnabas: clergy - 
Vernon Orr, Eve Houghton. Calcot 
St Birinus: clergy - Alan Barnes. 
Saturday 12th Reading St 
Matthew: licensed lay minister - 
Peter Grosse. Tilehurst St 

Catherine of Siena: clergy - Denis 
. l: j u.. • 



Toon. Cornwell Community 
Church: clergy - Tony Bartlett. 

PALM SUNDAY - SUNDAY 
NEXT BEFORE EASTER 
Sunday 13th Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord., even the King of Israel. John 
12:13 Rejoice in the Lord always. 
Philippians 4:4 

Mond a y 14th Tilehurst St George: 
clergy - Adam Carlill. Tilehurst St 
Mary Magdalen: clergy - Adam 
Carlill; licensed lay minister - Jean 
Townler. Tilehurst St Michael: clergy 
- Fred Dawson: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Anne Attewell, Don Wark. 
Tuesday 15th Milton Keynes 
Deanery. A long and happy retire- 
ment for Murdoch Mackenzie, 
ecumenical moderator for the last 
seven years, and the appointment 
panel as they search and pray for 
his successor. Stephen Heap, city 
centre chaplain, as he works with 
others on ideas and plans for the 
expansion of Milton Keynes. The 
mission partnership of the Milton 
Keynes Churches Council: Director 
of training - Peter Ballantine. Area 
dean - Richard Cattley; synod lay 
chairman - Paul Bright; sector 
team - Stephen Norrish, Graham 
Ghaleb, Ruth Walker-Singh; 
licensed lay minister - Peggy 
Faithfull. 

Wednesday 16th Bletchley St 
Mary: clergy - Mike Archer, Mark 
Adam, Janet Lawrence: licensed 
lay minister - Robin Rowles. 
Thursday 17th MAUNDY 
THURSDAY Father, glorify thy 
name. John 12:27 
Friday 18th GOOD FRIDAY I 
thirst. John 19:28 

Saturday 19th EASTER EVE 

Jesus said, Destroy this temple and 
in three days I will raise it up. John 
2:19 

EASTER DAY Sunday 20th I 

have seen the Lord. John 20:18 
Alleluia! He is risen. 

Monday 21st Waddon Way 
Church Local Ecumenical 

Partnership: clergy - Alan Bird, lay 
.. — r\. 



Tuesday 22nd Fenny Stratford 
St Martin: clergy - Victor Bullock, 
Ian Thomas. 

Wednesday 23rd Milton 
Keynes Christ the Cornerstone 
Local Ecumenical Partnership: cler- 
gy - Richard Cattley, Kevin 
McGinnell, Stephen Heap; RC sis- 
ter - Mary Slaven. 

Thursday 24th Stantonbury and 
Willen Team Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Peter 
Ballantine, Judy Rose, Andy 
Jowitt, Jo Stoker, Shaun Saunders, 
Paul Smith; licensed lay ministers - 
Arthur Chadwick, Ann Franklin, 
Barry Fleming; local preacher - 
Ruth Walker-Singh; lay preacher - 
Margaret Prisk. 

Friday 25th Stony Stratford St 
Mary and St Giles: clergy - Ross 
Northing, Giles Pinnock; church 
army - Janet Northing. 

Saturday 26th Walton Team 
Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - David Lunn, 
Stuart Dennis, Susan Jackson: 
licensed lay minister - Phyllis 
Bunnett. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 27th My Lord and my 
God. John 20:28 

Monday 28th St GEORGE’S 

DAY Water Eaton St Frideswide: 
Water Eaton Local Ecumenical 
Patnership: clergy - Christopher Bell; 
evangelist - Irene Lees. 

Tuesday 29th MARK THE 
EVANGELIST Wading Valley 
Team Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Richard 
Davis, John Waller, Pauline 
Barnes, Tim Norwood, Neil 
Eldridge. 

Wednesday 30th Wolverton: 
clergy Jeremy Trigg, Ian Rodley. 

Thursday 31st Woughton 
Team Ministry Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Kevin 
McGarahan, Duncan Barnes, 
David Rudiger, Janet Conway; 
licensed lay ministers - Mike 
Davidge, Judy Howson, Freda 
Jackman, Tony Stanyer, Alison 
Wale: chaplain to people at work - 

T D 
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Easter Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sunday 13 April (Palm 
Sunday) 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(preacher: Archdeacon of 
Buckingham); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist with procession of 
palms and Passion gospel; 6pm 
Evensong (as normal) 

Monday 14 April 6pm 
Evensong with address 
Tuesday 15 April 11am 
Blessing of Oils* and renewal of 
ministerial commitment with pic- 
nic afterwards if fine, parking in 
the Braod Walk available; 6pm 
Evensong with address 
Wednesday 16 April (Ash 
Wednesday) At 6pm, instead of . 
Evensong, there will be a perfor- 
mance of Bach’s ‘St Matthew 
Passion’ sung by the Cathedral 
choir. This is more a devotion 
than a concert, so no tickets and 
entry is free. 

Thursday 17 April (Maundy 
Thursday) 6pm Said evening 
prayer; 7.30pm Eucharist of the 
Last Supper and vigil 
Friday 18 April (Good Friday) 
10am Liturgy of Good Friday; 

6pm Evensong with address 
Saturday 19 April 6pm 
Evensong; 9pm Vigil and Easter 
liturgy with the Bishop of Oxford 
Sunday 20 April (Easter 
Sunday) 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(preacher: the Dean); 

11.15am Sung Eucharist (preach- 
er: Bishop of Oxford); 3pm 
Children’s Easter Service 

Regular services: 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins and 
Sermon; 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 

7.35am Holy Communion; 

1.05pm Holy Communion; on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong; 6pm Sung Eucharist on 
Thursdays or Saints’ Days 
* The Bishop of Ebbsflet will also preside at 









www.oxford.anglican.org 

What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 



event included on the May DoorPost, send details in writing to the 
1 0 April (early because of Easter) 










MARCH 

MON 31 HENLEY Churches 
Together in Henley Forum, The 
Dayspring, Market Place 7.45 for 
8pm. 01491 572194. 

APRIL 

Tue 1 HENLEY Lent Talks: Fr David 
Sanders on St Mark’s Gospel, Sacred 
Heart Church Hall 8pm. 01491 
573258. 

Wed 2 MILTON KEYNES Piano 
concert, Bartok, Schubert, Beethoven 
7.45pm City Church. Tickets 01908 
200604 or at door. 

Thu 3 HIGH WYCOMBE Battle for 
the Mind: Why Creation Matters’ talk 
by Philip Bell from Answers in Genesis. 
Tylers Green Village Hall 8pm. Duncan 
Reeve 07764355718. 

Thu 3 HENLEY Churches Together 
Lent Lunchtime service 12-12.30 fol- 
lowed by simple lunch, Christ Church 
URC, Reading Rd. 01491 577733. 
Thu 3 STOKE POGES Quiet 
Garden open 10am-3pm. Hot drinks 
provided; bring lunch. Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Road. 01753 644273/ 
643050. 

Fri 4 STANTON ST JOHN Oxford 
Institute for Christian Counselling 
retreat day for women to prepare for 
Easter 10am - 4pm Stanton House. 
Gill Harvey, OCIC 01865 308889; 
counselling® ocic.org.uk 
Sat 5 CIPPENHAM, SLOUGH 
Jumble sale 10am St Andrew’s 
Shared Church. 01753 528363. 

Sat 5 BEACONSFIELD Inter 
church quiz; teams of six welcome. 
St Mary’s Churc h 8pm, £7.50 inc. 
supper. 01753 889384; parish office 
01494 676690. 

Sat 5 THAME ‘UpLate’ alterna- 
tive worship evenings in St Mary’s 
Church. Drop by any time 9pm- 
midnight. Cafe and ambient worship 



experiences, hu@clara.co.uk. 

Sat 5 READING Women’s prayer 
for the nation, Greyfriars Church 
10am-12.30pm. 01844 291661. 

Sun 6 MILTON KEYNES God So 

Loved the World: musical reflection 
for Passion Sunday 6pm City 
Church. Free; retiring collection. 

Sat 5 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Two-day clowning workshop for 
thsoe who want to meet their 
unique inner clown. Contact the 
Abbey on 01235 847401 or 
admin@theabbeysc.demon.co.uk 
Sun 6 SUTTON COURTENAY 
Music for Passiontide: All Saints 
Singers, Parish Church on the Green 
7.30pm. Tickets 01235 848205, 
848719. 

Mon 7 OXFORD Open Doors 
prayer group for the persecuted 
Church. Use your freedom to pray 
for Christians who don’t have any. 
First Monday of the month. Details 
Mark Tindall 01993 885421 or 
markt@opendoorsuk.org 
Mon 7 MILTON KEYNES 
Musical Milestones: Prokofiev: talk 
by Adrian Boynton 7.45pm City 
Church. Tickets £3.50 at door. 

Mon 7 STEWKLEY Service of 
Celebration for restoration of St Michael’s 
Church west front & tower, 7.30pm 
(preacher: Bishop of Bucking-ham) fol- 
lowed by refreshments. 

Tue 8 OXFORD St John Passion: Choir 
of New College. Sheldonian Theatre 
7.30pm Tickets 0870 7500659; online 
wwwjnusicatoxford.corrL 
Tue 8 HENLEY Lent Talks, Sacred 
Heart Church Hall 8pm 01491 573258. 
Thu 10 STOKE POGES Quietmom 
ing: ‘Set Free to Praise & Serve’ 10am-12 f 
noon; Communion service at 12 (Quiet 
Garden opfcn 10am-3pm). Stoke Park 
Farm, Park Rd. 01753 644273/643050. 

Thu 10 HENLEY Churches Together 



Lent Lunchtime service 12-12.30 fol- 
lowed by simple lunch Christ Church 
URC. 01491 577733. 

Thur 10 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Log Fire Evening at the Abbey ‘Non- 
violent communication - a leamable 
process fo living compassionately’ led 
by Bridget Belgrave, 7.30pm. Details 
01235 847401. 

Fri 1 1 SANDHURST Bach St Luke 
Passion: St Michael’s Choir during 
evensong 6.30pm St Michael’s 
Church, Lower Church Rd. 

Fri 1 1 BANBURY Opening by 
Tony Baldry MP of exhibition of car- 
pets & rugs, 3.30pm St Mary’s 
Church. 01295 250816; www.pro- 
jectmala.org.uk. 

Fri 11 MARSH GBBON Concert by 
Bicester Choral 8c Operatic Society 
(Vivaldi Gloria, Faure Requiem), St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets 01869 
277297 or at door. 

Sat 12 HAMBLEDEN Piano 
recital 7.30pm St Mary the Virgin 
01491 571588. 

Sat 12 BANBURY Exhibition 6c 
sale of Indian carpets 6c rugs from 
Project Mala, 10am-4pm St Mary’s 
Church. 01295 250816; www.pro- 
jectmala.org.uk. 

Sat 12 READING Easter Coffee 
Morning 10.30-1 1.30am Grange 
Church Hall, Southcote, in aid of 
Reading’s Duchess of Kent Palliative 
Care Centre. 0118 958 4131. 

Sat 12 SUNNINGHILL Stainer’s 
Crucifixion 6.30pm parish church. 
Admission £3 at door. 01753 
859981 

Sat 12 WENDOVER Galliard 
Ensemble, St Mary’s Church 8pm. 
Tickets £9.50, £8.50 accompanied 
children £1. Details 01296 622805. 
Sun 13 OXFORD Verdi’s Requiem 
at 3pm St Swithun’s Church, 
Kennington with Kennington and 



District United Choirs. Collection for 
Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund. 
01865 735885. 

Sun 13 MILTON KEYNES Bass 
Mass in B Minor 7.30pm City Church. 
Tickets 01908 200604. 

Sin 13COOKHAM Handel’s Messiah 
Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm, in aid of 
Elizabeth House Day Centre, Cookham. 
Tickets (£l0/£5) Holy Trinity Parish 
Office 01628529661. 

Sun 13 DUCKLINGTON (Witney) 
Fritillary Sunday: fritillary field and 
church, stalls, ploughman’s lunches, 
11.30am-5pm; cream teas 2-5pm in aid 
opf church funds; service 5.30pm, 
01993 772175. 

Tue 15 - Wed 16 TWYFORD 

Holy Week Labyrinth, St Mary’s 
Church, Station Rd, 9am-8pm. 0118 
934 3909. 

Wed 16 OXFORD Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide Classical 
Concedrt ro raise funds for displaced 
people in Burma. 7.30pm. Ruth 
Rogers (violin) and Alvin Moisey 
(piano will play music including 
Beethoven, Szymanowski and R 
Strauss. Tickets £15 ( £8 concessions). 
Details Mary Hastings 020 8942 8810. 
Wed 16 TILEHURST Olivet to 
Calvary: Reading Concert Singers 8c 
Church Choirs. St Mary Magdalen 
7.30pm. Collection for Heartbeats. 
0118 942 5290. 

Thur 17 - Sun 20 SUTTON 
COURTENAY Easter three-day retreat 
at the Abbey. Details 01235 847401 or 
admin@theabbeysc.demon.co.uk 
Fri 18 HENLEY Churches Together 
Good Friday Walk of Witness 
10.30am Noble Rd. 01491 572194. 
Fri 18 OXFORD ‘Bring and Sing’ 
Handel’s Messiah (Parts 2 8c3) St 
Giles’ Church conducted by Peter 
Ward Jones. Bring a copy and sing, or 
come to listen. Rehearsal 4.30pm; per- 



formance 7.30 pm. Tea 8c hot cross 
buns for singers after rehearsal. 
Admission £5 for singers and audience, 
http:// parishes.oxford. 

angfican.org/stgilesojdordAndex.html . 
Fri 18 READING Olivet to Calvary, 
Reading Concert Singers 6c Church 
Choirs. St Agnes 7.30pm. Retiring col- 
lection for Heartbeats. 0118 942 5290. 
Fri 18 MILTON KEYNES Music 
for Good Friday 7.30pm City Church. 
Free; retiring collection. 

Fri 18 BLOXHAM Stainer’s 
Crucifixion, 12 noon St Mary’s 
Churfhc Choir and friends. Retiring 
colllection. 01295 720082 
Sat 19/Sun 20 MILTON KEYNES 
Easter Vigil at The Well at Willen 8pm 
to 8am with sunrise service and break- 
fast.01908 242190. 

Sun 20 HENLEY Churches 
Together Easter Sunrise Service Mill 
Meadows 6.30am. 

Mon 21 MARSH GIBBON AREA 

Floral trail round the churches of 
Swan Team Ministry: Barton 
Hartshorne, Chetwode, Edgcott, 
Grendon Underwood, Marsh 
Gibbon, Preston Bisset, Twyford; 
treasure trail for children. 2-6pm. 
01869 277297. 

Thur 24 - Sat 26 STEEPLE 
ASTON Musical Mystery Play with 
Shadow Puppets, Village Hall 
Tickets 01869 340485/347146. 
Thurs 24 OXFORD Workshop on 
Legal issues organised by Campsfield 
Visitors’ support group 2 - 5pm at St 
Columbaa’s Church, Alfred Street. 
Offers of help for this event also 
needed urgently. Contact Asylum 
Welcome on 01865 722082. 

Fri 25 FINGEST (Hambleden 
Valley near Henley) Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 5712312. 



Fri 25 NEWBURY Unsung 
Heroes’ (see page 1 9). 

Fri 25 - Sun 27 HARNHILL 

Jennifer Rees-Larcombe will preside 
over a ‘Refreshment Weekend’ 
(Saturday is a day course 10am to 
4pm) on the theme of ‘God’s 
Healing in the Shadows’. She will 
also give the annual Arthur Dodds 
lecture on ‘Top to Toe Healing: is 
this the God you know?’ Details 
01285 850283. 

Sat 26 DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP 

‘Sybil’ - a portrait in words of one of 
our greatest actresses Dame Sybil 
Thorndike. Walnut Tree Bam 7.30 pm. 
01296 631365; stmarydb@aol.com. 

Sat 26 IVER HEATH The Ways of 
Love’ Concert by Village Songsters: love 
songs and poems 7.30pm St Margaret’s 
Church. Tickets £4. 

Sat 26 OXFORD Coffee morning and 
bring and buy sale in aid of Church 
Mission Society (talk on Sierra Leone). 
St Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd, 
10.30am - 12 noon. 01865 873184. 

Sat 26 SLOUGH Organ recital 12 
noon St Mary’s Church. Free; dona- 
tions welcome. 

Sat 26 GREAT BRICKHILL Plant 
Fayre noon - 4pm Parish Hall: profes- 
sional nurserymen, local plants 8c cake 
stall, refreshments £1.50. 01525 261611. 
Sat 26 - Sun 27 STEEPLE 
ASTON Exhibition of copes in 
church, including 14th-century 
Steeple Aston Cope from V8cA. Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 10am-5.30pm in 
aid of church restoration. £5 adults, 
£1 for 6s-18s; under 5s free. 
Refreshments. 

Sun 27 GREENHAM (Newbury) 
Service of Help, Hope 8c Healing 
with laying on of hands 10.30am. St 
Mary’s Church, New Road; coffee. 
01635 866208. 



Sun 27 MILTON KEYNES Easter 
Festival of Praise: words 6c music 
from Choir of City Church 6c 
Cornerstone Brass 4.30pm The City 
Church. Free; offertory. 

Sun 27 AYLESBURY Schubert 
piano sonatas 3pm St Mary’s Church. 
Tickets the Record House, Aylesbury, 
St Mary’s Office or on the door. 

Mon 28 STEEPLE ASTON Talks 
by V6cA curator on Steeple Aston 
Cope 6c English Medieval 
Embroidery 10 6c 11am £10. 
Bookings: cheque 6c sae to Mrs E 
Kinch, Manor Farm, South Side, 
Steeple Aston, Bicester 0X25 4RT. 
Tues 29 SUTTON COURTENAY 
log Fire Evening at the Abbey: ‘Iraq 
avoiding a tragedy’, 730pm with 
Scilla Elworthy. 01235 847401 or 
admin@theabbeysc.demon.co.uk 

MAY 

Fri 2 - Mon 5 WHITE WALTHAM 

Church Flower Festival: viewing Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun l-6pm; Mon 10am- 
5pm. Fri: wine 6c cheese supper 7.30- 
9.30pm. Sat Rhythm 6c Rhym Concert 
7.30-9.30pm Sun: services 8am 6c 11am, 
Songs of Praise 6.30pm. Shottesbrook 
Church 930am. 0118 934 3704. 

Sat 3 THAME ‘UpLate’ alternative 
worship evenings in St Mary’s 
Church; drop by any time 9pm-mid- 
night. Cafe and ambient worship 
experiences, hu@clara.co.uk. 

Sat 3 HAMBLEDEN Concert by 
Five Live 7.30pm St Mary the 
Virgin. 01491 571588. 

Sat 3 SLOUGH Song recital St Mary’s 
Church 12 noon. Donations welcome. 
Mon 5 OXFORD Open Doors 
prayer group for the persecuted 
Church. Pray in freedom for 
Christians who are not free. Details 
Mark Tindall 01993 885421. or 
markt@opendoorsuk.org 



Notices 



Hymn books need home 

St Peter’s, Burnham, Milton Keynes 
have a selection of old hymn books 
and ASBs needing a good home: 
267 copies of Hymns Old & New , 
(16 with music), and 20 ASBs (six 
large print). Free but need collect- 
ing. Carol Barrett 01628 664338. 



Charity Commission 

Certain charities administered in 
connection with the Church 
Commissioners for England 
Reference: EW/G19S668/CS 
(Ldn) 

The Charity Commission pro- 
poses to make a Scheme to 
amend the trusts of these chari- 
ties. A copy of the draft Scheme 
can be seen at: 9 Mill View, 
Castlethorpe; 14 Williams Close, 
Hanslope; 19 Mill Street, 
Kidlington; St Mary’s Church, 
Kintbury; Church Office, St 
Nicholas’ Hall, West Mills, 
Newbury; 

10 Sugworth Lane, Radley, 
Abingdon; Wingrave Parish Church, 
or can be obtained by sending a 
stamped addressed envelope to the 
Charity Commission for England 
and Wales, Harmsworth House, 13- 
15 Bouverie Street. London EC4Y 
8DP, quoting the above reference, or 
visiting our website at 
http://www.charity- 
commission.gov.uk. Comments or 
representations can be made within 
one month from 6 April 2003. 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 



The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 



Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB. 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 
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MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 

Call: 020 8888 4725 




Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Boardrooms • Domestic 

• Churches • Libraries 

• Colleges • Offices 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 



Crowdys Partnership Limited, Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
Tel: 01367 242264 Fax: 01367 241956 e-mail: davidl.titcombe@virgin.net 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



PLASTERING & DECORATING 

GRAHAME KNIGHT 



All types of Decorating 
work undertaken 

• Ceramic Tiling 

• Artexing 

• General Building Repairs 
Telephone: 

01865 849622 

Mobile: 

07974 543563 





TREE 

SURGERY 



• Fully 
Insured 

• Free 
Estimates 

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 



• Reshaping 

• Felling 

• Pruning 

• Spraying 

• Fencing 

• Root grinding 

• Landscaping 
Gardening 

• Rubbish Clearing 



TELEPHONE 

01494 432988 

(07767) 480117 



cross. 






• s <v.net 




For Swindon’s 



CHENEY MANOR, SWINDON 

Tel: 01793 513444 

Open 7 Days A Week 

Free Delivery Over 
A Wide Area 




• Garages • Workshops • Stables 

• Living Barns • Annexes • Offices 

• Poolhouses • Bespoke Projects 
Holmsley also supplies Feature Roof 
Trusses and Garden Pergolas ~ 
Please ask for our special leaflets. 



01425 402507 



Please telephone I 

for your complimentary 
booklet describing the 
historic and present day 
use of oak, or for further 
details about Holmsley 
Oak Craft and helpful 
advice on your project. 



For well over a century , 
generations of craftsmen 
at the New Forest's 
Holmsley Mill have 
created fine, enduring 
oak-framed buildings. 

Today, Oak Craft 
combines their traditional 
skills and love of oak with 
a belief in first class 
personal service and 
total design flexibility... 
making a real difference 
to discerning clients. 



Holmsley Mill, Lyndhurst Road, Holmsley, Burley, Hampshire BH24 4HY 
Email: mail@oakcraft.co.uk Website: www.oakcraft.co.uk 
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OXFORDSHIRE | 

COUNTY COUNCIL 



SOCIAL SERVICES 






a/ity pro& 



Have you thought about Fostering or Adoption? 




interested in people, 



We will provide: 

• Training • Individual Support • Finance 



...who wish to become foster carers and adopters from all ethnic 
backgrounds for school age children or brothers and sisters who wish to stay 
together and children with disabilities. 



TO request AN information pack TEL: 01 865 375515 We can h , e| p y° u ,0 7 ,lo, ; e wM f ad °P ,ion or fos,erin ? I s r '9 h ! for y° u ', 

You may be able to offer short or Iona term support, weekdays of weekends. 

E-mail: social.services@oxfordshire.gov.uk Website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 




To share your bread with the hungry 
and shelter the homeless poor ' Isaiah 58:7 



Depaul Trust works with homeless people throughout the UK, helping them to move from the 
streets to independent living. Their journey maybe hard but we ensure they never give 
up. ..one resident shares his experience - 7 moved to Depaul Trust's shared house in 2002. I 
was looking forward to meeting the other tenants and I found them friendly, which made me 
comfortable . We started going out together and doing things we all enjoy; these things have 
become part of my good memories I will never forget We live like a family - this gives us 
trust in each other. I thank Depaul Trust forgiving me the help I need and the chance to 
meet these people'. 



We rely on donations to carry on this vital work. 

For more information on our work, please visit our website 
www.depaultrust.org 



I Yes, I would like to make a donation of ....... Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Please make cheques payable to: Depaul Trust or debit my Fulj Address _ 
| Visa/Mastercard/CAF (please delete) 



DEPAUL dr ^sr 
TRUST A & 



Charity No. 802384 



I Card holder's name ,. 



Ptease return to: 

Depaul Trust (DEPT DR). FREEPOST It L0N8424, 
London W1E 3ER Telephone: 020 7935 0111 



U Please tick if you would like information on regular giving. □ If you would like information on legacies 

□ Mailing exchanges with other charities are occasionally used to help us raise funds, if you do not wish your name to be put forward please tick this box. 



Our Work is 
Caring.. 

Running residential and nursing 
homes throughout the country 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 

including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 

Please help us in any way you can. 

Thank you. 

The Church of England Pensions Board (OD) 

FREEPOST Lon 898 
London SWiP 3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 
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View this jewel of Norman Architecture. 
Here are Saxon carvings and 
Lord Mountbatten's grave. 

Guided tours available by arrangement. 

Gift Stall etc. 

Enquiries: 01794 513125 Fox: 01794 523806 



Launde 

LeicesTen Diocesan 
Rernear House and 
Conpenence Cenrne 

APRIL 

14th - 17th - The Holy Week Retreat. 

Led by the Warden. 

18th - ‘Good Friday Club" - a family day with all age 
teaching, activities 8 worship. 

Karen Thomas & Launde Abbey team. 

22nd - 27th - Post Easter Break for Families - 
especially designed for clergy families. 

Launde Abbey team to support. 

MAY 

19th - 22nd - A Retreat for first time Retreatants. 
Led by the Warden. 

JUNE 

2nd - Friends of Launde Quiet Day - open to all. 
Led by the Warden. 

20th - ‘Stop in the Name of God" - A workshop for 
those wishing to lead a Quiet Day in their own church. 
Led by the Warden with the Retreat Association. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 




Visiting Lichfield Cathedra 



Lichfield Cathedral is open every day from 7-30am until 
6.15pm. 

There is no entrance charge, but we ask each visitor to make a 
donation and if they are tax-paying, to gift aid 1 their gift by using 
the green envelopes provided, so that we receive £1.28 for each 
£1.00 given. From time to time entrance may be restricted 
because of services or concerts. You will receive a warm welcome 
and a leaflet (also available in French, German, and Spanish) 
which will guide you round the Cathedral. Leaflets are also 
available for children, who will particularly enjoy the Visitor 
Information Point with its touch screen facility in the Visitors' 
Centre. 

Hospitality is provided by our own, licensed restaurant, serving 



light meals, tea and coffee, wine and beer. 

Information is available from our team of Welcomers, our tr; 
Guides and Chaplains, and from the Visitors' Centre. 
Facilities are provided for those with special needs. Accessit 
toilets are available at College Hall, the Cathedral Coffee She 
and opposite the Visitors' Centre. Public toilets are also avail 
on these sites. A Touch and Sound model of the Cathedral is 
placed near the West End, which includes tapes for making c 
and a braille guide. Most of the building and the entire Close 
accessible to wheelchair users. Plans are in hand to improve 
facilities further. Our guides are trained to take round those 
special needs, and we are working on educational resources 
the use of special needs schools. 



Canterbury Cathedral Holy Week Retreat - 12th - 2irt April 21 



Canterbury Cathedral 

Holy Week 2003 

12th - 21st April 

Celebrated by the Archbishop of Canterbury 




A 9-day Retreat 

Sessions open to non-residents: lunchtime 
workshops, afternoon reflections, evening 
performances in the Cathedral 

BOOK YOUR TICKET NOW 

Led by Canon Richard Marsh 
and Fr Peter Allen CR. 



For information and tickets: 
Canterbury Cathedral 
+44 (0) 1227 865 324 
enquiries@canterburycisc.org 
www.canterburycisc.org/programme.theology.html 



A retreat of Silence, 
Meditation and Prayer 
focussing on the Passion 
and Resurrection of 
Christ. 

The retreat is designed and 
led by Father Peter Allan C. R 
and Canon Richard Marsh, 
Canon of Canterbury 
Cathedral. Join us in a 
community experience in the 
Precincts of the Cathedral for 
a time of reflection on the 
sacrifice and Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

The retreat is aimed at all 
individuals wishing to 
celebrate Holy Week in the 
awe-inspiring location of 
Canterbury Cathedral. This 
will be Archbishop Rowan 
Williams’ first Holy Week as 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Sessions of meditation and 
prayer will shape the 
programme as well as 
attendance at the Cathedral’s 
two daily offices and the Holy 



week and Easter ceremor 
Three days of Silence will 
an essential component o 
10 day retreat. 

The full-board cost of the 
retreat is £ 625 . Travel fan 
are not included. 

A deposit of £300 should t 
paid by 15 th March 2003. 1 
remaining £325 should be 
by 31 st March 2003* Paym 
can be made by credit car 
by cheque in Sterling Poui 
made out to ‘Dean and 
Chapter of Canterbury 
Cathedral’. v 
Can't afford 9 days off wor 
You can join us for part of 
week! Day tickets cost jus 
including lunch and 
refreshments. Attendance 
workshops and services F 
We regret that the course 
accommodation are availa 
only to individuals. 

For more information ema 

magalirfdcanterbury- 

cathedral.org 




• Built in 1 185 and completed in 1991 
• Mediaeval East End and Transepts 
• Classical Quire 9 Tower • Romanesque Nave 
• Navy Aisle and Mary Rose • Sailor's grave 
Major summer exhibitions - Book and gift shop 
Modern and Traditional Liturgy 

Tel: 023 9282 3300 

Website: www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk 



PORTSMOUTH 

CATHEDRAL 



'England’s historic Cathedra 1 ky tk e sea’ 



The Cathedral Church of St. Thomas of Canterbury, Portsmoul 



Portsmouth Cathedral welcomes visitors for 
services and tours. Facilities and Services for 
adult visitors Guided tours. Groups booking in 
advance can arrange to have afternoon tea. 
There is a ’build-on’ teaching model of the 
cathedral - helpful for our visually impaired 
visitors. A ’loop’ system for services is available for 
visitors with hearing impairment. There is an 
(aided) disabled person’s lavatory.Wheelchair users 
have access to all parts of the cathedral 
The cathedral bookshop is open daily 10am - 
4pm. For information about current exhibitions 
and concerts please contact the Cathedral Office 
For Children - School Groups 
Key Stages 1 ft 2 Cathedral visits provide valuable 
resource material for a wide range of topics. - 
Religion, History, Geography, Architecture, English, 
Art, Social and economic development etc 
Key Stages 3 ft 4 Specific subjects listed above 
can be studied in greater depth. 

Workshops Years 5/6 

Children may choose from 1 5 interesting and 
educational activities at Cathedral Workshops held 
twice a year. Information sheets are given at each 
workshop and work can be taken back to school 
for completion. Children choose different 
workshops and have different experiences to share 
with their classmates. Workshops places must be 
booked well in advance as places are very popular 
and limited to 350 children (approx 30 children 
per school). Workshops are aimed at Year 5/6. 



Guided tours for children are available with 
specially trained guides. Emphasis is placed on 
’seeing and doing’. Children enjoy their visit an 
learn a variety of topics through activities. The] 
are able to visit the singing gallery to test 
acoustics, hold a cannon ball, see a wall paintii 
dress in bishop’s vestments, ’act a baptism’ and 
many other activities. Hand-outs are given at tl 
end of each visit. Visits can be arranged with 
special emphasis on specific topics currently be 
taken in school. Allow one hour for a visit. Gui 
tours should be booked in advance. Year group 
of up to 90 children can be taken - extra time 
be allowed. There is a charge of £1 per child 
payable on the day of visit (accompanying adul 
free). Children with learning difficulties or sped 
needs are welcomed - visits can be tailored to 
needs. Wheelchair access is available to all part; 
the cathedral. Aided disabled persons lavatoiy 
facilities available. 

Further information: The Visitors Officer, St. 
Thomas’s Street Old Portsmouth POl 2HH 
Tel: 02392 825500 
Portsmouth Cathedral Bookshop 
The bookshop inside the Cathedral is open 10 a 
to 4 p.m. daily including Sundays. We have a 
large range of books including religious, 
theological and children’s books. We also opera 
a book ordering service. Also on sale are greetir 
cards, gift wraps, book tokens, CDs, and a wide 
range of gifts. 
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Liverpool Cathedral 



No trip to Liverpool would be 
complete without a visit to the 
Anglican Cathedral, begun in 
1904 and only completed 
in 1978. 

Designed by Giles Gilbert Scott, who 
won the commission to design the 
building at only 21 years of age, it is 
built mainly of locally quarried 
sandstone. 

It abounds in superlatives.... the 
largest Anglican Cathedral in Europe, 
largest working church organ in the 
world (9765 pipes), highest (219ft/ 
67m) and heaviest (31 tons) ringing 
peal of bells in the world, highest 
Gothic arches ever built, and so on, a 
veritable feast of craftmanship. 




Selby Abbey 

Founded 1089 by Monk 
Benedict of Auxerre 
| Norman Arches - Spectacular 
Stained Glass Windows 

The Washington Window bears coats of arms 
which forms model for USA flag. 

A splendid Monastic Abbey 
Exciting New Visitor Trail 

OPEN ALL YEAR April - September 9am - 5pm 
October - March 9am - 4pm 
Admission: FREE - donation boxes 

SELBY ABBEY, THE CRESCENT, SELBY, 
NORTH YORKSHIRE Y08 4PU 
Telephone: 01757 703123 



This truly is ‘one of the great 
buildings of the world’ (John 
Betjeman) - a living, vibrant witness 
to God, standing over the City of 
Liverpool, the region, and the 
Diocese it seeks to serve. 

Despite its tremendous size, it holds 
a warm friendly atmosphere, 
enhanced on any trip by a free, 
guided tour whether as an 
individual, family or even part of an 
organised group. 

Visit the Egon Ronay award-winning 
Refectory for a light snack or a full 
meal. Browse in the SPCK bookshop 
where you can buy from a wide 
range of gifts, souvenirs etc, and 
venture into the Elizabeth Hoare 
Gallery of ecclesiastical Edwardian 
and Victorian embroidery, why not 
extend your experience with a trip 
to the top of the tower (over 300’ 
high (100m) - only £2.50 with 
concessions at £1.50) to take in the 
magnificent views across Liverpool, 
Merseyside and beyond (ticket also 
includes admission to the Gallery). 
The tower and gallery are open all 
year, except Sundays and Christmas 
Day, (weather permitting of course!) 
and educational visits to the 
Cathedral are a speciality and are 
particularly welcome. 



Advertisement feature 



Rochester ^ Cathedral 



Visit England's SECOND oldest Cathedral Famous 
for its Norman Nave, fine Norman Crypt and the 
finest Romanesque facade in England. 

Guided Tours 

can be arranged at a cost of £3 per person, and a 
joint offer including a river trip on the "Kingswear 
Castle' paddlesteamer can also be arranged. 

Special Evening Guided Tour 
May 20th at 7.30pm 

A general tour of the Cathedral plus a tour of the 
roof, a display of vestments and silver plate, a 
demonstration by the Cathedral School of 
Embroidery giving a rare chance to see their 
exquisite work, and a view of the 'Gundulf 6oor' - 
one of only a handful of pre-100 doors surviving 
in Britain. 

Cost : £5 per person. 

For details of any of the above contact 
Linda Lucas on: (01634) 401301 

We have an excellent Tea Rooms with good 
disabled access and a Gift Shop located in the 
South West corner of the Cathedral. 




Visit 

Lichfield Cathedral 

and share in 
1300 years of 
Christian witness 



See: 

The 8th Century Lichfield Gospels; 
Sculptures by Chantrey 8 Epstein; 
16th Century Flemish glass; 
Modern silver collection 

Coffee Shop 8 Restaurant 

Gift 8 Book Shops 

Open Daily 07.40 to 18.30 
Evensong Weekday 17.30 
Sunday 15.30 

For further information and Group visits 

Tel: 01543 306240 

Email: enquiries@lichfleld-cathedral.org 
Visit the web site at: 
www.lichfield-cathedral.org 



St. Oai/ids Cathedral 



Llandaff Cathedral 




The building dates back to the 13th century 
Open from 8am to 7pm 
Daily services. Book and Gift shop 
Welcomers on duty most days 
Guided tours by arrangement 

Tel: 02920 564554 

Fax: 02920 563897 

Email: office@llandaffcathedral.org.uk 



To Advertise 

in our next 

Abbey & 
Cathedral 
Feature 

Please call 
Sue Williams on: 

01527 892945 




Liverpool Cathedral 

One of the great buildings of the twentieth Century 
Open to the public daily 08.00 - 18.00. 
Admission free - donations invited 
Egon Ronay recommended Refectory for teas, coffee, 
homemade cakes and lunches, open from 
10.00 - 16.00, Mon - Sat, & 12.00 - 17.OO Sun. 

SPCK shop with full range of cards, souvenirs & books 
open 09.00 - 17.30, Mon - Sat & 11.30 - 17.OO Sun. 
Tower trips (open all year, excl Sundays, weather 
permitting) 1100 - 1600, plus Elizabeth Hoare 
Embroidery Gallery. 

Inclusive charge £2.50 (concessions Cl.50) 
Conference & catering facilities for pre-booked parties. 
Main services: 

Sunday: 08.00, 10.30, 15-00, 16.00 
Weekdays: 08.00, 17-30 Saturdays: 08.00,15.00 
Car parking, disabled access/toilets available. 

Enquiries: 0151 709 6271 Fax: 0151 702 7292 
E-mail: infoiaiiverpoolcathedral.org.uk 




The building dates back from 12th century 
and the ceilings are of special interest. 
Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 

★ DAILY SERVICES ★ 

★ BOOKSHOP ★ 

★ CONCERTS ★ 

★ GUIDED TOURS ★ 

★ DISABLED ACCESS ★ 

www. stdavidscathedral.org 

01437 720199 



cross. 
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Cathedral & Abbey Church 
of Saint Alban 




1 7 V 2 Centuries of Witness 

Admission Free: Open daily 9 am - 5.45 pm 
This imposing Norman abbey church of a former Benedictine monastery, 
the site of execution of St Alban, Britain’s first martyr (died c250), stands 
in the centre of the historic city of St Albans. 

Spectacular multi image audio visual show ‘The St Albans Story’ 
Guided Tours, Gift Shop, Bookstall and Cafe 
For tour bookings and further information phone 01727 860780 
www.stalbanscathedral.org.uk 
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FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



ISLE OJESVRRX. 

MOTEL 




Enjoy the peace of the Western 
Isles in our modem family run 
hotel. Excellent cuisine with 
local seafood. Spectacular 
setting beside a wide sandy bay. 
Tangasdale Beach. 
Isle of Barra HS9 5XW 
Tel: 01871 810383 
Fax: 01871 810385 
E-mail: harrahotel@aol.com 
Website: www.isleofbarra.com/iob.html 



AA 
★ ★ 



To Rent 

MARBELLA/ALOHA 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment. Overlooking golf 
course. Communal gardens, large 
pool, tennis, squash, parking. Five 
minutes to Puerto/Banus beach. 
For more information: 

Tel/Fax: 01865 712431 

Email: annabellep@onetel.net.uk 



Mousehole 

Cornwall 

A two bedroom fishermans 
cottage with modern 
extension, magnificent views 
from all windows over 
Mousehole harbour, Mounts 
Bay and The Lizard peninsula, 
log burner with hardwood 
logs for cosy off season 
bookings. 

On coastal path to Lamorna 
Cove, Porthcurno, 

The Minnack Theatre etc. 

For brochure ring: 

01588 680316 



English Riviera 

BARGAIN 

TORQUAY 3 DAY BREAK 
FROM £59 

DBB AT WATERS EDGE HOTEL 
RIGHT ON THE SEA FRONT 
MARCH -3 NIGHTS £69 DBB 
APRIL -3 NIGHTS £69 DBB 

50 en-suite bedrooms 
NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 
& CAR PARK 

Tel: 01803293876 

vmv. mters-edge-hotel. co. uk 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside 
cottage in peaceful 
surroundings - glorious views. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 2 - 6 , 
well furnished. 

Also 2 bedroom cottage style 
bungalow. Brochure: 

Telephone: 

01341 450238 



THE BIARRITZ CHRISTIAN 
HOTEL - JERSEY 

Come and be pampered in the 
magnificence of St Brelade’s Bay 

after almost half a century of 

Christian Hospitality, we know a bit 
about pampering . 

THE BIARRITZ HOTEL - JERSEY 

“ask anyone that’s been ” 

OPENING 12th APRIL 

Call us now for Easter & May Specials Brochure 

Tel: 01534 742239 

Sneawn Casile Cen me 
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NORTHERN CATHEDRALS HOLIDAY 

Monday 28th April - Friday 2nd May 2003 
An enjoyable spring break to see three of the 
North's great Cathedrals & their historic cities 
Half Board Cost: £160 standard - £200 en-suite 

YORKSHIRE HOUSES & 
GARDENS HOLIDAY 

Monday 16th June - Friday 20th June 2003 
A relaxing holiday with the opportunity to visit a 
selection of Yorkshire's finest Houses & Gardens 
Half Board Cost: £170 standard - £210 en-suite 

SACRED SITES HOLIDAY 

Monday 22nd September -26th September 2003 
A short break to visit some of the principal Sacred 
Sites in the North of England 
Half Board Cost: £170 standard - £210 en-suite 
(A £10 per night single room supplement is payable 
for en-suite accommodation on all holidays) 

Further details & bookings ring 01947 600051 



Jewel in the Crown of the Atlantic Ocean 



The island of Lanzarote is less than four hours from the UK. 
It is situated 70 miles off the West Coast of Africa and is 
known as the "Jewel in the Crown of the Atlantic Ocean". 

It is 37 miles long and 12 miles wide and has temperatures 
ranging from 21 degrees C (70F) in January to 29 degrees C 
(84F) in August, the annual rainfall is about 5.5 inches 
making this the perfect year round destination. 

As with the other Canary Islands, Lanzarote is Volcanic in 
origin and has fantastic landscapes, the mountain ranges are 
dramatic as are the white beaches of Papagayo and Playa 
Blanca. 

Playa Blanca is at the Southern most part of the Island and 
was once a small fishing village with natural harbour. It has 
now developed into a beautiful resort which has retained its 



original charm and sleepy atmosphere. 

The promenade meanders along by the edge of the sea for 
several miles, passing beautiful blue flag beaches as well as 
rocky shores. 

From the harbour sails a ferry to the Island of Fuerteventura 
which is well worth a trip. 

The village of Playa Blanca has a fine selection of bistro's 
and restaurants catering for all tastes. The prices are 
reasonable and the quality excellent. 

Playa Blanca is not the place if you want a riotous time, but 
is ideal for families and those who want to enjoy the 
scenery, the bathing, the walking and relaxing generally. 

For more information and to rent a private affordable family 
villa, call Bill Wolstenholme on 01454 260619. 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in Holland, 
Belgium or France in 2003. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 6 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 
1 PORT HILL, HERTFORD SG14 1PJ 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



MUCHAMIEL 

ALICANTE - SPAIN 

Spacious quality flat built 
for English over 50's. 
Pool, garden, laundry, total 
security. Bus 150 metres. 
£380 per calender month incl: 
Reduced for lets of 3 months 
& over 

Tel: 07788 817959 



DARTMOUTH 

4 miles. 

S/c quality character 
cottage on farm. Sleeps 
4 / 5 . Recently 
refurbished. Small lake 
& boat. Also farmhouse 
B & B. Details Phone/Fax: 

01803 712346 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



Sneaton 

Sneaton Castle was once the home of a 
wealthy tea planter and later housed a 
girls* boarding school but it has now been 
converted into an ideal venue for 
conferences, study days, field courses, 
retreats, parish holidays or music sessions, 
receptions and special events. 

Sneaton Castle is owned by the order of the 
Holy Paraclete, an Anglican religious 
community. On the outskirts of Whitby it affords 
easy access to the coast and moors and 
limitless opportunities for exploration. Geology, 
geography, history or marine biology - it 
satisfies all interests. 

Our friendly staff are happy to meet your 
specific needs and help you to enjoy your stay. 
Music facilities are excellent and two large 
laboratories are available for science-based 
courses. A variety of lecture rooms and 
comfortable lounges give great flexibility to 



CORNWALL 



Porth. Superb holiday 
cottages in secluded 
valley close to beaches 
and attractions. Sleeping 
2-12. Available all year. 

Tel/ Fax: 01637 854215 

Jwl: itrtiiissiciatB@liitiu.Ki, 



Castle 

conference organisers. 

The refectory is finely decorated and the hand- 
made food is delicious; the premises are 
licensed and there is a bar in the spacious 
common room. Coffee/ tea stations are located 
at many places around the building. 

Beds are comfortable and all rooms have 
washbasins. There is a mixture of single, 
double and family rooms with a degree of 
flexibility allowing us to meet almost any 
requirement. A separate unit (about 150 metres 
from the main building) has en-suite rooms and 
the ground floor is suitable for people with 
special mobility needs. 

We specialise in group accommodation but 
there is also space for families or for individuals 
wanting to ‘get away from it all*. 

The beautiful Chapel is used daily by the 
Sisters and visitors are welcome to join them at 
any service or to make use of it for their own 
worship. We will gladly assist you in planning 
your programme - information ranging from tide 
time-tables to hiring local buses is available on 
request. 

Please get in touch if you want to know more. 

Tel: 01947 600051 

Email: sneaton@globalnet.co.uk 

Website: www.sneatoncastle.co.uk 



CORNWALL 

Cawsand Water Front 

Maisonette in small fishing 
village. Sleeps 2. 

Telephone: 

01752 823104 




SHROPSHIRE 

STRETTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 



RIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sjeeps 4 - 6 . ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 



CORNWALL 



Porthleven 



Beautiful South Cornwall 
Harbourside cottage 
Panoramic views of Sea 
& Harbour. Available 
throughout the year. 
Tel/fax: 01326 565034 



DORSET 

Jurassic* Coast 

Harbour-side Apartment 
at West Bay. Sleeps 4 . 

Beautiful views. 
Great walking country. 
Many beaches nearby. 
For brochure call : 

01308 424631 



Mid Cornwall 

Self-Catering 

Lodges/Caravans 

Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel: 01208 831395 

www.self-catering-ruthem.co.uk 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

FRESHWATER EAST 



Well equipped S/C holiday 
home. 250 yds from beach 
within Coastal Nat. Park. 
Available May- July & Early 
Autumn. Sleeps 2 - 6 . Discounts 
for clergy & church workers 

Tel: 0151 486 2745 



Tuscany - Gaifagnana 

Delightfully restored Cl 5 
house, two bedrooms, in 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper 
and lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 

Available June - October 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



Cfbrt De J^oIIensa 
7/Ca/orca 

Attractive, 2 bedroom, 
ground floor apartment. 
Private garden, quiet area. 
200m to sea/ bus stops, 30 
min walk to main promenade. 
Available from end April. 

Tel: 01373 812245 



D^riiiany 

Character House 

3 bedrooms, large garden 
overlooking fields. Near 
quiet unspoilt natural 
beautiful beaches. 

Tel: 0117 942 7440 or 
0033 298 091508 



NEW FOREST 

Idyllic Thatched cottage 
near Christchurch, sleeps 
6, for a peaceful, relaxing 
holiday. Mini breaks 
available. Details: 

Tel: 01202 402/31 



flo Bifiyo! flofimuiements! 

Just peace and quiet in our 
holiday chalet at Winterton 
Valley, Norfolk. The estate 
overlooks the sea with acres of 
grass and play areas and private 
access through the dunes to 
uncrowded sandy beaches. 
Brochure from: 

01582 613731 



CHURCH GRANGE 
GUEST HOUSE 



Bradley in the Moors, Alton 

Tel: 01889 507525 

Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast. 



MINMORE FARM 
COTTAGES 

4 Star accommodation 
with beautiful scenery 
of the Wicklow hills 
in Ireland. 

Tel: 00353 55 29242 

Email: cwt@elrcom.net 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £200 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




GATWICK -8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure : Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 



BRITTANY 

Central Morbihan 

2 lovely adjacent stone 
cottages with pool. 

1 sleeps 4-6, other sleeps 4. 
£250 - £475 per week. 

Tel: 01481 266599 
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As you explore one of the most 
impressive ruined castle's in England, 
you are following in the footsteps of 
Kings, Knights, Soldiers, workmen, 
servants, prisoners and all of the 
people who have lived at, worked in, 
fought over or visited Corfe Castle 
during its 1000 year history. 

Today Corfe Castle gives its name to a quiet 
picturesque village in beautiful and peaceful 
countryside, which is dominated by the 
majestic ruin. 

But to the castle builder William the 
Conqueror and his Royal successors, this 
castle, protecting the gateway to the isle of 
Purbeck, made it one of the most important 
in the land. Although it was sold by Elizabeth 
1 in 1572, it still remained a royalist 
stronghold up until the English Civil War. 
When, after two sieges a treacherous act 
allowed the parliamentarian forces access. 
The castle was then deliberately destroyed 



by act of parliament in 1646 and left as we 
see it today. 

Now owned by the National Trust, Europe's 
largest conservation charity, it is protected 
by parliament, as a scheduled monument, 
and is open to visitors all year. Castle View 
visitor centre is an exciting interactive 
display located in the shadow of the castle, 
with free car parking. This tells the 
fascinating history of Corfe Castle and 
provides information on the area of Purbeck. 
The Castle grounds are perfect for a picnic 
or you may wish to sample some fine food 
and drink at the adjacent 18th Century 
tearoom, with its delightful garden. 
Throughout the year an extensive range of 
events are planned and free guided tours are 
available between March and October. To 
really make your visit special you could take 
a trip on the Swanage heritage steam 
railway which you can join from the village 
station. For more information, 

Tel: 01929 481294. 







Famous Five Day 

(At the real Kirrin Castle) Lashings of ginger beer and family adventure - 15 April 11am to 4pm 



The Tales of Beatrix Potter Day 

Childrens activities and fun with an Easter Trail - 18 April 1 1am to 4pm 



Norman Weekend 

Experience life from the Norman period with living history - 3, 4 & 5 May 10am to 5pm 



For more information Tel:- 01929 481294 

Corfe Castle near Wareham, Dorset - www.nationaltrust.org.uk 



HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near LISKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
induding the Eden Project. 
Available March - December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andykent@lineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

TeL& Fax 01929 471079 



LYNTON 

Deughtful Quajjty Hotel 
AA 4 Diamonds. 
Spectacular sea views. 

en-suites. 4 posters. 
Licenced, non smoking. 

3 nights BBEM £95pp. 

Tel: 01598 752359 

www. alfordhouse. co . uk 



J j ichire,me Somerset 



Bed & Breakfast in large 
farmhouse - Rural setting 
- Close to Longleat & all 
amenities and attractions. 
ICaravan & tent site available 



let: 01.173 452033 






WALES 

(Carmarthen Coast) 

Full equipped house, sleeps 
6. Stunning views to Gower. 
Nr harbour, shops, Pembrey 
Country Park (blue flag 
beach). Open all year. 
Teh 01554 833879 






Beautiful apartment in 
500 year old Palazzo. 
Roof terrace, panoramic 
views. Situated in 
Medieval hill top village. 
30 mins Siena - 1 hour 
Florence. Sleeps 4-6. 

Details: 01458 253471 



MQllAY^« Wates 

WTB ★★ RAC ♦♦♦ AA ♦♦♦ • 
Superb N.T. coastal walks. Cosy hotel 
overlooking the bay where Dolphins play. 

B/l - £29 PP P> Of 
3 rights B/Bftl- £115 

Licensed • Private Parking 
• Choice of menu • Rooms en-suite 

Tel: 01545 560358 

or visit www.brynartor.co.uk 



East Devon 

Comfortable Village Cottage, 

Delightful garden with views. 
Convenient for walking the 
‘Heritage Coastline’ and 
visiting NT properties. 
Sleeps 4 . Available all year. 
No smokers or pets. 

Tel: 01926 854475 



FALMOUTH 

New Penthouse 
Apartment 

2 bedrooms / 

2 bathrooms. Sea View. 
Parking. Short walk to 
beach & town. 

Tel: 01934 842978 



please ring Sue Wiliams on: 



SCOTTISH BORDERS 

Beautifully refurbished, warm 
farm cottage equipped to a 
high standard of comfort. 
Sleeps 5. Rural outlook. 
Centre for walking, fishing 
or touring either side of 
the border. 

Phone: 1450 372150 



MBOIM HOTEL 

Central Promenade, Llandudno 

- Open all year round - 

Guaranteed Free Car Parking. 
All rooms en-suite. 

B&B & Evening meal - 
£39.50 per person per night 

Details tel: 011,92 879660 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



Imgijts & 

20 Queens Road 
Shanklin 

Isle of Wight P037 6AW 

01983 862727 

Mobile: 07816 653843 

www.knights-rest.co.uk 

Bed & Breakfast. Open all year. 
Adults only. Ideal relaxing break. 

2 mins beach, town and old village. 
Mid-week reductions. 




EXETER - DEVON 

There's 'moor to sea' in Exeter this Spring. 

Exeter is a vibrant, cosmopolitan city steeped in history. 

Set in the heart of Devon with its rugged moors, 
dramatic coastline and sandy beaches, it's the perfect 
destination for short breaks. 

On campus at the University of Exeter we have great offers 
on bed and breakfast and self-catering flats throughout 
the Easter vacation. The Exeter campus is renowned for its 
beauty and is just a 10 minute walk from the city centre. 
For further information call the holiday booking office on 

01392 215566 

or email: conferences@ex.ac.uk 
fycter at the heart and sokI oJThvok 
the ideal datixatio^for jam tier axd groups of al axes 



L/3rittanu 

Pont Aven ' 



Beautiful 2 bedroom town 
apartments, garden, newly 
refurbished, near beaches, 
pretty walks. 

Tel: 0117 942 7440 or 
0033 298 091508 



SHREWSBURY/ 

IRONBRIDGE 

Barn conversions sleeping 
2-8. Ground floor bedrooms 
& bathrooms. Peaceful 
location. Pets welcome. 

Short breaks, & Farmhouse 
B8B available 

Tel: 01952 770381 



BRIDPORT 

Beautiful Jurassic 
Dorset Coast 

En-suite B&B. £ 15.00 
pppn. Evening meal 
available if required. 

Tel: 01308 438867 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

2 bedroom villas (sleeps up to six) 
Own garden, patio & roof terrace, 
BBQ, full kitchen facilities. Flat level 
complex, idea! for wheelchair users - 
large pool. Quiet location. From £300 
per week -all dates available. 
Phone Bill for further details on 
01454 260619 or visit 
www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 



TENBY 

Southdiff Hotel 

Family orientated. 
En-suite rooms. 

No smoking or pets. Close 
to beach & town centre. 

Tel: 01834842410 

w , vw.southctiffhotei.com 



Summer Haven 

You are invited to stay with 
Rabbi Francis and Kathy 
Berry in their restored 
Presbytery in beautiful rural 
Brittany. B&B + veg/Esh meals 
For brochure phone: 

01984 633471 

email: berryuk@6eeuk.com 



Femleigh Guest House 

NORTH DEVON 

LYNTON 4 Diamond 

Bed & Breakfast 

All rooms en-suite with 

Private Car Park 

01598 753575 

Web: fernleigh.net 



Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



GL0S/SH1RE 

Cosy annex for two 
(non-smokers). 
Beautiful countryside. 
Lovely gardens. 
Pets welcome 

Tel: 01452 840531 



Pond Cottages 
Vale of York 

Enjoy the peace of this farming village 
within easy reach of York, the coast, 
moors and wolds. 

Two fully equipped 2 bedroom cottages, 
overlooking fields. 

'Starter Pack' of groceries and a meal 
on arrival are offered. 

Phone: Sue Smith 01757 288080 
or e-mail: g.smith@virgin.net 



WWW.MEDINAVALLEyCENtRE.ORG.IJK 
01983 522195 ^ * • 



HOLIDAY TJAAt” 
esiderltial A non-residenTial 



- RY A sailing courses - beginners to instructor 

- BCU canoe courses - learn to paddle and 
explore the Island's unique rivers A creeks 

- combine sailing, canoeing A walking 

- relax by the river Medina 



Individuals A Families 
Church Groups 
Youth Groups 




iAn uuQCcrrnoum 
( |( ]( )[ I scLPcoccrng 

I nouaay Lodges 

Set in 12 acres of private woodland, 
overlooking cove and harbour. 

Well equipped lodges, full facilities, colour TV etc, 
children's play areas, indoor/ outdoor pools, 
spa, sauna and terrace. Bar/ restaurant. 

Pets welcome. 

New Amberwood lodges are wheelchair friendly. 

Telephone: 01271 865361 

Website: www.watermouth.co.uk 














Tell the children the whole story 



Wells For India can transform 
life in India's desert communities 



our Christian year is punctuated with special festivals that 
give us the opportunity to celebrate and to worship. So often 
when we tell Bible stories we tell them in bite size pieces and 
it’s hard to see where they fit into this bigger picture. But the 
Festivals give us the opportunity to tell the bigger story that 



shows God has a bigger plan of love for his people than we 
sometimes remember. This Holy Week or Easter Day tell the 
children the whole story of Jesus from his birth to his baptism, 
his ministry to his death and then the glorious mystery of his 
coming alive and still being with us today. 



BEFORE starting 
telling the story have 
the two felt strips fold- 
ed together Place the 
horizontal strip of felt 
on the bottom with the 
verticle strip on top. 
Fold in sections 4 and 
3, then 2 and finally 1 
so that as you begin to 
tell the story they can 
be unfolded one sec- 
tion at a time to reveal 
a cross shape (stage 5) 
Then invite the chil- 
dren to sit in a circle 
with you. 

Place the folded felt 
on the floor in front of 
you and tell the chil- 
dren that you are 
going to tell them the 
story of how much 
God loves them. 

Unfold the first piece 
of felt towards you 
(1) and place on it 
the nativity scene. 

Remind the children 
of the story of how 
the angel visited Mary 
and told her that she 
was to have God’s 
own son and how 
Jesus was born in a 
stable in Bethlehem. 



For this you will need: 

Two strips of Purple felt 25 x 90 cms - purple is the 


colour for Lent and Holy Week 
Square of white card 25 x 30 
Figures from nativity scene - 


Jesus' birth 


Bowl of water and candle - 


Jesus' baptism 


Bible or story book of 
teachings and healing - 


Jesus' ministry 


Bread and wine - 


The Last Supper 


Felt cross shape - 


The Crucifixion 


White card - 


Resurrection 


You also need a basket to place all the symbols in 



Unfold the second fold 
away from you (2) and 
place in the square the 
bowl of water 

Explain that when 
Jesus grew up He was 
baptised in the river 
and God’s voice was 
heard by the crowd 
saying: ‘This is my 
son with whom I am 
well pleased.’ Light 
the candle and remind 
the children that 
when they were bap- 
tised they were given 
a candle. 

Unfold the third fold 
and place on it the 
Bible/story books or 
other symbols of Jesus’ 
teachings and healings 
Remind the children 



of examples of the 
wonderful things that 
Jesus said and did. 
Invite the children to 
share which are their 
favourite stories. 
Unfold the fourth fold 
and place on it some 
bread and the wine/juice 
Tell the children how 
Jesus shared a special 
meal with his close 
friends on the night 
before he knew he 
was going to die. 
Explain that Jesus did 
this so that whenever 
they shared the bread 
and the wine together 
they could remember 
him and all that he 
had taught them. Ask 
the children if this 
reminds them of any- 
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thing we do in church? 

Point out the shape of 
the cross made from the 
unfolded strips of felt. 

Remind the children 
how Jesus died on a 
cross because he loves 
us so very much. 

Place the white card in 
the centre of the cross 

On Easter day we 
remember the mystery 
of how Jesus rose 
from the dead and is 
with us always. Ask 
the children what 
symbol they would 
like to place in the 
centre of the cross. 
You could have a 
selection of candles, 



flowers, Easter eggs, 
pictures etc that the 
children could choose* 
from. Give time for the 
children to say why 
they chose the symbol 
if they want to. 

Place the Baptism can- 
dle in the centre square 
Then remind the chil- 
dren that Jesus came 
to be the light of the 
world. As we follow 
him we too become 
lights in the world. 
Jesus lives on in each 
one of us when we 
care for one another. 

Written by Jenny Hyson, 
Diocesan Children’s Adviser 



In January, the Revd Ralph Williamson, the College Chaplain at Christ 
Church in Oxford, travelled to the drought stricken state of Rajasthan with 
Wells for India, a charity committed to helping India's poorest rural 
communities. Christians of different denominations are involved, motivated 
by a desire to serve Christ in the poor. Their community development part- 
ners in India share their vision, inspired by the teaching of Gandhi. Their work 
has been supported by Christ Church Cathedral and members of the College. 



IN Rajasthan's Thar Desert, the 
people follow a way of life which 
has changed little in hundreds of 
years, farming when there is rain, 
and keeping cattle and goats and 
camels in a beautiful landscape 
of sand dunes, scattered trees, 
peacocks and thorn bushes. The 
only water falls from the sky, 
mostly in one week at the end of 
June. In summer temperatures 
soar to 50°C, and sand and dust 
storms choke the burning air. 

In their fourth year of severe 
drought, people are suffering 
deeply. Animals have died in large 
numbers. Agriculture has virtual- 
ly ceased, leaving three quarters 
of the population without work or 
food. In October the Independent 
reported the deaths of children. 
Only deliveries of water by tractor 
tanker, paid for by Wells for India 
supporters, are keeping the poor- 
est communities alive. I travelled 
in January to the scattered ham- 
lets around Pabupura, in one of 
the areas most critically affected. 

Wells for India was founded by 
Christ Church graduate Dr 
Nicholas Grey and his wife, 
Professor Mary Grey, in 1987. 
Their vision is access to clean 
water for the poorest people, their 
crops and animals. Securing 
water can change the life of the 



whole community, as attention 
shifts from survival to develop- 
ment and education. 

My visit to Pabupura convinced 
me that the vision is slowly 
becoming a reality through Wells 
for India and its partners, the 
GRAVIS rural development 
organisation. Through rainwater 
collection and storage tanks, trac- 
tor tanker water deliveries, high- 
tech tubewells and the low- tech 
deepening of village ponds ready 
for the monsoon, food aid distrib- 
ution, women's self-help groups, 
re-forestation and fruit tree pro- 
jects, literacy and health projects, 
life is made better. 

As peacocks strutted across the 
dry ground and goats wandered 
in and out the thorn bush fences, 
the people of Pabupura were 
keen to show us that they are fac- 
ing their difficult future with dig- 
nity and hope. We came away 
moved by their courage, and by 
the practical compassion of those 
who work for Wells for India and 
its dedicated Indian partners. 

Ralph Williamson 
If you can give to Wells for India or 
would like to know about their work, 
contact them at, Wells for India, The 
Winchester Centre, 68 George Street, 
Winchester S023 8AH. Telephone 
01962 848043. Their website is at 
www.wellsforindia.com 



Have your Choir, Organ or Bells 



recorded by 

Ex-BBC music recording engineer and Organist. 
CDs wrapped, with full-colour booklet and inlay. 



Tel: +44 (0)1494 712614 

email: tonyphilpot@clara.co.uk 



Varicose Veins, Thread Veins, Swollen Legs and Deep Vein Thrombosis. 
Do you have a problem? 



Most women over the age of 30 have some symptoms which 
relate to the veins in the leg not working as efficiently as 
they should. These may manifest themselves in many ways, 
such as tied, aching legs at the end of the day, swollen 
ankles, thread veins on the surface of the skin and the more 
obvious, varicose veins. 

Varicose Veins 

We have one-way valves in the veins of our legs which bring 
the blood back up to the heart. Over a period of many years, 
these valves tire out and do not work as efficiently as they 
should. The blood inside the veins becomes sluggish and 
doesn't pump efficiently and, if left without treatment, 
eventually starts to flow in the wrong direction causing 
varicose veins. 

Reticular Veins and Thread Veins 
Although these veins are less harmful than varicose veins, 
they are still very unsightly and most women are 
embarrassed by them and want them treated. If left, they 
generally get worse over a period of time. Again they are 
often attributed to 'the hereditary factor' and often appear 



worse at times during hormonal changes. 

Swollen Ankles 

Swollen ankles, feet and legs, especially at the end of the 
day, are often caused by problems with the veins in the legs. 
These can be relieved by wearing graduated compression 
stockings (not support stockings from high street shops). 

Do you have 

Varicose Thread, 

Flare or Spider Veins? 



These can be treated by a nurse 




THE JONATHAN MARKSON 
OXFORD TENNIS CAMP 



is on again - 23rd year! 

New for 2003 
Easter Camp, 7th - 12th April 
Summer Camp, 6th July - 31st August 

Top instruction for players of all ages and standards 

Discounts for Oxfordshire residents 

Special adult weeks 



Free colour brochure: 

Jonathan Markson Tennis 

Tel: 020 7603 2422 (24 hours) 
Fax: 020 7603 9966 

Email: info@marksontennis.com 
Website: www.marksontennis.com 



The 

JOnathan. 

*■■■■■ 

Marksn 

camp 





Orthodox lamb for Easter by cookery writer Ann Way 




MANY Christians are unaware 
of the origins of the word 
Easter which was actually a 
pagan festival long before 
Christ was bom. Easter as a 
name was derived from 
Eostre, the Anglo Saxon god- 
dess, or the Norse Saxon god- 
dess Ostara to celebrate the 
coming of Spring. 

Some people have also won- 
dered how, if Jesus died on 
Good Friday and rose on the 
Sunday, it was said he spent 
three days and three nights in 
the tomb. This is explained by 
the fact that he did not actual- 
ly die on Good Friday. The 
Chaldeans offered cakes to 
‘Ishtar’ (another variation of 
the goddess) on the equivalent 
of the day we know as Good 
Friday. When the established 
Church wanted to appease the 
paganistic people in order to 
convert them to Christianity 
they moved the dates accord- 
ingly. Jesus actually died on 
the day of preparation of 
Passover Week, which that 
year was on the Wednesday. 
Thursday was the Sabbath of 
the Passover. Friday, Christ 
was still in the tomb. Saturday 
was the ‘regular’ Sabbath. 
Jesus rose the day after the 
Saturday Sabbath was con- 
cluded which was the first day 
of the week. 

I have researched this at the 
library and there is a further 
in depth study by another 
author pn the timing of 
Christ’s death, burial and ris- 
ing available on the internet - 
www.theviaor.orgL)owen/bowen 
pphtm But let us remember 
that the real focus is that Jesus 
is alive and with us now. 

My recipe for this month is 
from a Greek cook book I 



bought in the island of 
Thassos, famous for its won- 
derful marble. The first 
Christian church built in Greece 
stands on a very beautiful 
peninsula out of the marble 
taken from the area. St. Paul 
was familiar with the mainland 
of Greece near Thassos and 
most probably encouraged the 
building of this marble church 
on this beautiful island. The 
remains are still there and I have 
wandered through them often 
Lamb is the traditional Greek 
Easter food so I have decided to 
give you meat balls called 
Keftethes served with a delicious 
tomato and red wine sauce. 
Ingredients for the meat balls 
lib minced lamb 

1 medium onion chopped finely 

2 oz bread crumbs 
1 large egg beaten 

6 mint leaves or 1 level tsp dried 
mint 

Fresh parsley, chopped (about a 
dessertspoon) 

Half tsp dried marjoram or oregano 
Good pinch each of ground cinna- 
mon and ground ginger 
Quarter tsp cayenne pepper 
Salt 

Olive oil for frying 

For the tomato and wine sauce 

1 x 500 gm size tin chopped 
tomatoes with herbs 
1 heaped tsp tomato puree 
I large shallot or small onion, 
chopped 



1 clove of garlic, crushed 
pinch of paprika 

salt and pepper 

2 tbsps red wine 

Method 

Make the sauce by frying the 
finely chopped onion until just 
translucent, add the chopped 
parsley and crushed garlic and 
stir, then add the tomato puree 
the tin of tomatoes and the 
wine. Add a few extra dried 
mixed herbs if the tomatoes are 
not herb-flavoured. Sprinkle in 
the cayenne and paprika and 
about half a pint of water. 
Simmer gently, covered, for 
about half an hour until it is nice 
and thick but pourable. Keep an 
eye on it and stir occasionally so 
that it does not dry out. 

Make the meat balls by mixing 
the minced lamb with bread 
crumbs, beaten egg, finely 
chopped onion, dried herbs and 
spices and a little salt and pep- 
pen Form into rounds about an 
inch and a half thick. Heat the 
olive oil in a large frying pan 
turning the meat balls frequent- 
ly until golden brown. Drain on 
absorbent kitchen paper. 

Add the meat balls to the sauce 
and simmer for about 15 min- 
utes, and serve with rice or little 
pasta shells, Greek-type salad 
and some crusty bread. 
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Did St Paul just 
invent Christianity? 



IT is difficult to remain neu- 
tral about Paul. From the 
beginning, he has provoked 
controversy. In this accessible 
book Paul and Jesus: The 
True Story , David Wenham 
takes on the mantle of a the- 
ological Inspector Morse to 
tackle some controverted 
questions about him. Did 
Paul ‘invent’ Christianity, or 
was he a faithful follower of 
Jesus? How reliable is the 
account of Paul’s ministry in 
Acts, and can it be reconciled 
with what Paul himself says? 

Wenham’s detective work 
pieces together evidence for 
Paul’s early life, his 
Damascus road experience, 
and his new ministry as apos- 
tle to the Gentiles (sadly, he 
leaves us before the climax of 
Paul’s work). Unlike many 
scholars who offer a discon- 
nected ‘thinker’, he presents 
Paul in the cut-and-thrust of 
his ministry, addressing issues 
which continue to dog the 
church. More importantly, he 
fits Paul and his letters within 
a chronological framework. 
Pauline chronology is a 
scholarly minefield; yet 
Wenham tackles it with clari- 
ty and ease. He makes good 
cases for certain contested 
positions: for the early dating 
of Galatians, for example, or 



unanimity between Galatians 
and Acts over Paul’s visits to 
Jerusalem (though his argu- 
ments will not convince all). 

Two furthers points are 
worthy of mention. First, 
Wenham makes a good 
broad case for Paul’s knowl- 
edge of stories about and say- 
ings of Jesus, even if some of 
his suggestions may seem ten- 
uous. Second, there are very 
useful chapters on individual 
letters. David Wenham has a 
gift for opening up the issues 
at stake in each. In dealing 
with the anguish in 
Thessalonica over recent 
bereavement, or that most 
troublesome of parishes in 
Corinth, he offers much food 
for thought. Whether his ver- 
sion is the ‘true story’ is for 
the jury to decide. But if you 
want to get to know Paul bet- 
ter, then this book is a good 
place to start. 

The Revd Dr Ian Boxall is Tutor 
in New Testament at St Stephen's 
House, Oxford. 

PAUL AND JESUS 
THE TRUE STORY 
DAVID WENHAM 
SPCK £12.99 




Pink rock besides the sea-side 

THIS year’s Scripture Union Holiday 
Club resource for fives to 11s, 
Seaside Rock , introduces Peter, 
‘the rock’ who met Jesus at the sea- 
side. There are ideas for games, 
drama, crafts, Bible stories and 
music, plus supporting resources 
such as videos, T-shirts, caps, 
posters, postcards and, yes, pink 
sticks of rock. 



In praise of unsung heroes 

A unique fusion of evocative, poetry and images will be in Newbury 
on 25 April in the run up to Christian Aid Week 2003 (11-17 May). 
'The Unsung Heroes Touri is a collaboration between internationally 
acclaimed singers and song writers Martyn Joseph and Martin John 
Nicholls and poet, Stewart Henderson. It focusses on Christian Aid 
Week's theme of ordinary people doing extraordinary things. 

The Unsung Heroes Tour will be at St Nicolas' Church ; Bartholomew 
Street , Newbury on 25 April at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £10 (concess- 
sions £8). Call 01865 246818 for details. 





X is for the love of God 



The Easter Alphabet by Anne Faulkner (BRI- £3.99) 
would be an excellent way of introducing children to 
the Easter story. Each letter of the alphabet is illus- 
trated with a picture like the one above, a short com- 
ment and a prayer. The pictures are repeated in the 
centre pages which can be reproduced and coloured to 
form an attractive 'stained-glass window’. 



Children of the King by Simon Baynes 



His stride was regal. 

When he called for followers 
a movement was born. 

Men gave their hearts to him. 
He said, let the children 
come. 

They built castles 
drunk with greatness 
creating a cabinet 
of future power. 

I wanted children, he said. 



Schemes of revolution 
darkened the landscape. 
Whispered plots were discovered. 
Swords flashed and failed. 

They ran away like children 

Total defeat 

followed. And then he came 
at dawn, invincible love 
making all the difference. 
Children, do you love me? he 
said. 

The movement began. 



From the Revd Simon Baynes' book of poetry A Credible Universe: poems 
of faith, which is available from Moorend Press, 23 Moorend Lane, Thame, 
Oxon 0X9 3BQ, price £6, postage free; 50p from each copy will be donated 
to Tearfund. 



Alison’s picture of wellbeing! 




THE Diocese's new Board of Social Responsibilty Adviser, 
Alison Webster is pictured signing copies of her new book 
Wellbeing (SCM, £9.99) in the Old Palace in Worcester 
Diocese where she was BSR Adviser before moving to Oxford. 
Alison's book is a reflection on health and wellbeing and an 
exploration of how the Church can be engaged in promoting it. 
This is Alison's second book. Found Wanting: Women , 
Christianity and Sexuality (Cassell) was published in 1995. A 
review of Wellbeing will appear in a future issue. 



The transforming 
power of the Cross 



THIS is an original, stimulating 
and creative book. The editor 
has drawn together seven con- 
tributors who each take the 
seven last words from the 
Cross and consider how these 
words and the events of Good 
Friday speak to the contempo- 
rary church and Society. 

Introduced by the Bishop of 
Oxford and with an essay on 
The Cross in the 21 st Century 
by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the book’s depth 
and originality are strength- 
ened with the provision of 
some music by a contemporary 
composer; Adrian Snell. Each 
chapter ends with a short med- 
itation and a piece of music 
from the accompanying CD, 
selected to reflea the meaning 
and mood of the meditation. 

Oxford connections 
All the contributors have an 
Oxford connection; Giles 
Fraser; Peter Doll, Trajei Park, 
Sabina Alkire, Hugh White and 
Helen Cunliffe. Inevitably the 
pieces are varied; some medita- 
tions would have been easier to 
listen to rather than read and, 
like all writers, it is not easy to 
find an authentic and original 
voice within which to express 
some profound truths. 

Some refleaions draw their 
inspiration from theology, oth- 
ers history, literature, ethics, 
film criticism and economics in 
order to offer insights. This is a 
rich offering and all readers will 
find nourishment through its 
words and music. 

As we approach Holy Week 
and Easter, this book has stim- 
ulated some further reflections. 
The first is the acknowledge- 
ment of how difficult it is to 
talk about God in public. If our 
churches were suddenly to be 
filled with curious agnostics, 
unfamiliar with our language 
and culture, would the words 



and music of this book speak to 
them? What kind of theological 
language opens up the meaning 
of the cross. 

Limits of language 
Does our God-language con- 
nect with the mystery and ener- 
gy of our human experiences? 
What would church life look 
like if this focus captured our 
energy and innovation? In this 
respea, we would do well to be 
much more honest about the 
limitations of our sometimes 
privatised and rather odd way 
of talking! 

To be realistic about the 
church’s limitations and the 
complexity of the work of 
making our theology connea 
we should not undermine con- 
fidence and hope. There is still 
enormous spiritual hunger and 
yearning especially in a world 
so shaped by materialism, war 
and the ‘common lot’ of our 
human strivings for fulfilment. 
Part of our task is to attend to 
these experiences and meditate 
upon th.em in the light of the 
Cross. 

In the end, the book might 
have been more honest about 
the gaps and the silences. It suc- 
ceeds in its harnessing imagina- 
tion. We are left to respond, to 
contemplate, to renew our faith 
in the transforming power of 
the Cross and put its words 
into action. 

The Revd Dr James Woodward is 

Master of the Foundation of Lady 
Katherine Leveson in the Diocese of 
Birmingham 



SEVEN WORDS FOR 
THE 21ST CENTURY 

EDITED BY 

EDMUND NEWELL 
DLT £16.95 







Volunteer editor for The DOORPost wanted 

THE DOORPost is one of the most important sections of The 
DOOR publicising happenings all around the Oxford Diocese. 
Would you like to edit it? It will take approximately two to three 
days a month spent in The DOOR office. Sadly we can't offer any 
remuneration except travel expenses but there is lots of job satis- 
faction in congenial surroundings. Skills required include meticu- 
lous attention to detail and computer literacy, if possible on an 
Apple Mac. If you are interested please ring Christine Zwart on 
01865 208227 or email door@oxford.anglican.org 





ST LUKE’S HOUSING SOCIETY LIMITED 

30 McMaster House. Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 7PX 

Telephone: 01865 769726 



St Luke’s Housing Society is seeking two or three people who would join 
our Management Committee - which has this block of (35) self-contained 
sheltered housing flats in Headington, with a resident Warden. 

No special qualifications required, only an interest in maintaining the 
provision of affordable accommodation for elderly and/ or disabled people. 

Please consider joining us in this valuable work. 

There are six bi-monthly meetings per year which are held during the 
afternoon at McMaster House, where there is car parking. 

Contact The Rev Jock Fletcher-Campbell on 01235 849400 (daytime) or 
01865 730467 (evenings and weekends). 




Easter prayer walk in the Cathedral 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of Christ, and to this prayer walk. We pray that it may leave you refreshed through Holy Week 
and the Easter Season. To get to the Cathedral in Oxford, go to Tom Tower, the main entrance to Christ Church in St Aldates. Tell 
the gentleman on duty that you have come to pray in the Cathedral. You may need to reassure him that you are a parishioner in the 
Diocese of Oxford. He will direct you to the Cathedral. Reflection by Canon Marilyn Parry Photographs by Matthew Power 




ON entering the Cathedral, bear left and go 
down the building entering the Chancel at the 
crossing (see map). Pause to take a long look at 
the screen behind the High Altar and then get 
up close. It depicts, in its middle portion, the 
Crucifixion of Christ. (1) Notice the angels 
catching the blood of Jesus in chalices. This cen- 
turies old image links us to the work Jesus did 
on the cross in opening wide the gateway to 
God. It also speaks of the Eucharist or Holy 
Communion where we feast on the flesh and 
blood of Jesus. If this provokes a ‘yuck’ reac- 
tion, then that is good, because it draws us to 
the Lord’s reality. God is prepared to pay any 





price to gather us into love, and will continue to 
nourish us with Jesus to help us to abide in 
love. Pause here to pray . 

Now turn right, go through the Military Chapel 
to the Lucy Chapel which will be on the left. In 
the window above is one of the oldest pieces of 
stained glass in the building, the Martyrdom of 
Thomas Becket. (2) The knights take their 
swords to him as he kneels in prayer. In 
Thomas, the needs of his political master come 
into conflict with the demand of the Gospel. It 
was what Becket had feared when the King 
asked him to take up the work of Archbishop 



a 

of Canterbury. It cost him the King’s friendship, 
his own physical and spiritual comfort, and, 
finally, his life. Not all of us are as farsighted as 
Thomas, but faithfulness to God comes at a 
price, whether it is of the sacrifice of time, the 
loss of the regard of others, or even of life itself. 
In the end, love itself is the reward, but the jour- 
ney isn’t always easy. Pause here to pray. 

Now go across the Cathedral and up to the 
Bell Altar (3). Take time to look at the altar- 
piece again from afai; and note that you make a 
cross as you walk the building. The Bell Altar is 
made from a single block of wood, from which 





a cross has been cut in a single piece. During the 
Second World War, Bishop Bell of Chichester 
stood out against the carpet bombing of 
Germany, and was much vilified for this. For 
him, walking the way of the cross meant going 
to Germany in war time with his message of 
peace. Some of his words are inscribed in the 
floor before the altar. It might he good to use 
your time here to pray for peace. 

Retrace your steps to the point where you can 
go over to the Frideswide Shrine (4) area. 
Here you will see the re-constructed shrine-base 
on which her casket used to rest. You are in a 
place which has been a focus for pilgrimage for 
over a thousand years. Her bones are no longer 
here, but this is a good place to pray for healing. 

Now back up slightly in the Chapel until, with 
the pews behind, the whole width of the 
Cathedral (5) can be seen. Looking up, the 
arches and columns from all periods of the 
building of the Cathedral can be seen. One in 
particular is, to put it unkindly, ‘wonky’. Yet 
on this column rests the weight of a portion of 
the roof - and it stays up! This is a reminder 
for us that God doesn’t call perfect people, but 
those who are willing to stand and serve as 
best they might. Take a moment to consider 
your calling as a Christian , and to offer your 
love back to God, and your willingness to 
walk the way of the cross. 










Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 




Greenway 

Antiques 




Antiques and decorative 

OBJECTS BOUGHT 

and sold. Also 

CARDEN 
RELATED 
ITEMS. ST A DOLE 
STONES. STONE 
TROUGHS ETC. 



A Member 
of C.A.D.A 



90 CORN STREET, WITNEY, 
OXON. 0X28 6BU 

Tel: 01993 705026 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL £t FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 
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'Jesus said to them, “The cup 
that I drink you will drink; 
and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized you will 
be baptized” Mark 10:39 

ONE of the unavoidable 
problems of the Church 
Calendar is that Good Friday 
falls on a weekday, indeed, 
for many people nowadays 
either a working day or a day 
when they are winging their 
way off to some exotic spot 
for the Easter holidays. What 
this means in practice is that 
many churchgoers, and espe- 
cially children, go straight 
from the fun of Palm Sunday 
(donkeys, palm branches and 
all) to the joy and celebration 
of Easter. Somehow, Good 
Friday, with its darkness, pain 
and apparent failure, slips out 
of the picture. 

This verse, and parallel ones 
in Matthew and Luke, 
emphasise that the Cross was 




by David Winter. 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



for Jesus a constant shadow 
over his earthly life - a bitter 
cup of suffering which he 
must drink. There can be few 
more moving moments in the 
Gospels than those in 
Gethsemane, when Jesus asks 
his Father whether it is ‘possi- 
ble’ that he might be spared 
‘this cup’ (Mark 14:34-36). 
That was the cup which his 
disciples too would drink, lit- 
erally fulfilled for one who 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Jesus in th Upper 
Room (BRF). 



raised the question with him, 
James, in his martyrdom. 
Similarly, baptism involved 
being covered with water, 
which for the Jews was a 
symbol of death. So, St Paul 
argued, baptism is a kind of 
‘dying’ and rising, being 
‘buried’ with Christ yet also 
raised with him (Romans 
6:3,4). But, in logical 
sequence, first the dying, then 
the rising: for Jesus, and for us. 

These rather strange and 
harsh sayings of Jesus, and 
those tense moments in 
Gethsemane, serve to remind 
us that the crucifixion was 
not a kind of charade, in 
which (rather like a conjuror 
being locked in a box) Jesus 
went through an act with a 
predestined and planned 
‘happy ending’. Our Saviour 
died a real death for real 
sins: ours. That is the hard 
and wonderful truth of 
Good Friday. 
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